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THE very numerous impreſſions which have gone forth and 
ſpread through every denomination of people, and the 
liberality which gradually has taken place of uninformed 
prejudice, ſhews the neceſſity there was for the preſent 
Work. Poſſeſſed with the notions of Miſrepreſentation, 
animoſity ran high, and few men examined beyond pub» 
lic report, what Engliſh Catholics in communion with 
the church of Rome profeſſed as their creed; no man was 
ſo proper for this talk, as Mr. Gother, who had himſelf 
maintained alike thoſe prejudices in common with ather N 
Proteſtants, till advanced in judgment, rea ſon, and age, 
by a ſtrict examination he found he had been deceived. 
Ehe reſult was, his joining that church which he had 
_ oppoſed, and after proper ſtudy, becoming one of their 
clergy. In thoſe purſuits, had any concealed and wick- 
ed doctrines been a myſtery—his integrity to truth would 
have again ſeparated him—but ſo far from that, with 
many others, the Right Rev. Dr. Challoner, who ſtout- 
ly maintained the conteſt, owed to him the choice of 
Catholic unity; and after paſſing the ſchools and higheſt 
honours of the college and prelacy, at his death left zhie 
 feleeti, and ſeveral other valuable publications, to 
rectify prejudices he ſtill bewailed to lurk in this coun- 
try.— This work therefore is not new—but contains the 
fincereſt truths, whilſt falſhood and miſrepreſentation, 
are, and always have been anathematized by every on 
who profeſſes a unity with the Catholic Church, 8 
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THE INTRODUCTION. - - t 
HE father of lies is the author of miſrepreſenting- 
He firſt made the experiment of this black art in Para- 
diſe; having no ſurer way of bringing God's precept into 
| contempt, and making our firſt parents tranſgreſs, than by 
| miſrepreſenting the command, which their, Maker had laid 
| upon them. And ſo unhappily ſucceſsful he was in this his firſt 
attempt, that this has been his chief ſtratagem ever ſince, for 
maintaining himſelf in his uſurpation, and propagating er- 
tor and vice amongſt men, hy diſcrediting virtue and truthg 
and therefore there has nothing of good yet come into the 
world, nothing been ſent from heaven, but what has met 
with this oppoſition ; the common enemy having employed 
all his endeavours to bring it into diſcredit, and render it 
infamous, by miſrepreſenting it. Of this there are frequent 
inſtances in ſcripture, and more in church hiſtory. The 
truth of it was experienced on the perſon of Chrift himſelf, 
who, though he was the Son of God, the immaculate Lamb, 
yet was he not out of the reach of calumny, nor exempd 
from being miſrepreſented. See in the goſpel how he was 
| painted by malicious men, the miniſters of Satan, as a pro- 
fane and wicked man, a breaker of the Sabbath, a glutton, 
a friend and companion of publicans and ſinners, a con- 
\. jurer, a traitor, a ſeducer, a raiſer of ſeditions, a Sama- 
ritan, and full of the devil; he hath Belzebub, ſaid they, 
and by the prince of the devils, caſteth he out devils, Mark iii. 
22. There being no other way: of frightening the people 
from embracing the truth, and following the Son « _ 
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viii A Papift miſrepreſented and repreſented. | | 
but by thus diefiguring him to the multitude, reporting! 
light to be darkneſs, and God to be the devil. The diſci. 
ples of Chriſt every where met with the like treatment. The 
people were ſtirred up againſt St. Stephen by miſrepreſen. 
tation ; becauſe they heard he had [poke blaſphemans word 
againſi Moſes, and again/i*God, Acts vi. 11: and againſt Paul, 
hecauſe they were told he taught. all mem every where againf 
the people, aud polluted the hely place, Ach xx1. 28. They 
eharged him alſo with being a pehilent felliav, and a mover | 
of ſeditiom amongſt all. the Feaut throughout the world, Actz 
xxiv. 5, Neither did theſe calumnies, theſe wicked mil. | 
_ repreſentations ſtop here; he that ſaid, the di/ciple is not 
above his maſter, and if they have called the maſter of the houſe | 
Belzebub, howw much more ſhall they call them of his houſhold ? | 
Matt. x. 24, 25. did not only foretel what was to happen 
to his followers then preſent, but alſo to the faithful that 
were to ſucceed them, and to his church in future ages, 
they being all to expect the like treatment; ſo that though | 
they ſhould be never fo juſt to God and their neighbour, | 
upright in their ways, and live in the fear of God, and the 
obſervance of his laws; yet muſt they certainly be reviled | 
and hated by the world, made a by-word to the people, 
have the repute of ſeducers, and be a ſcandal to all nations, | 
And has not this been verified in all ages? See what was | 
the ſtate of Chriſtians in the primitive times, when as yet 
vice had not corrupted the purity of the morals of the gene- 
rality of the faithful. It is almoſt impoſſible to believe in 
what contempt they were, and how utterly abominated. 
Tertullian, who was an eye-witneſs, gives us ſo lamentable 
an account of the Chriſtians in his time, that it is able to 
move compaſſion in ſtones. He tells us, ſo many malicious 
anders were diſperſed. abroad concerning the manner of 
their worſhip, and their whole religion deſcribed, not on! 
to be mere folly, and foppery, but alſo to be grounded 
on moſt -helliſh principles, and to be ſo full of 1mpieties, | 
that the heathens believed a man could not make profeſſion 
of chriſtianity, without being tainted with all ſorts of 
erimes; without being an enemy to the gods, to princes, | 
to the laws, to good manners, and to nature itſelf. So that | 
chriſtianity was wholly infamous amongſt the heathens, 
condemned and deteſted by all, and moſt bloody perſecu- 
tions raiſed againſt the profeſſors of it, while they were 
guilty of no — crime but adhgring to the truth, And 
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A Papift miſrepreſented and repreſented. it 
t was theſe calimnies, theſe falſe accuſations, invented to 
ry down the Chriſtian religion, obliged Tertullian to write 
his apology, wherein he declared to the world, that chriſti- 
anity was nothing like that which the heathens imagined it 
o be; that idolatry, ſuperſtition, '1mpiety, cruelty, treach- 
try, conſpiracies, &c. was none of their doctrine, but con- 
demned and deteſted by them; that theſe crimes were only 
the malicious inventions of the heatheniſh priefts, Who 
finding themſelves unable to withſtand the force of chriſti- 
anity, had no other way to preſerve themſeves in repute, 
and keep the people in their error, than by an ugly, odious, 
and moſt horrid vizor, a damnable ſcheme of religion, and 
then holding this forth to the world, and crying out, This 
is the religion of the Chriſtians, theſe are their principles 
behold their ignorance, their ſtupidity, their profaneneſs; 


Fable in a commonwealth, enemies to their country, and 
heir prince: and thus repreſenting it as monſtrous as they 
pleaſed, they brought an odium upon as many as owned 
that name, and condemned them for follies and crimes, that 
vere no where, but in their own imagination. And now, 
when by the propagation of Chriſtianity, and the laborious 
endeavours of her profeſſors, heatheniſm was pretty well 
extinct; yet was not the mouth of malice ſtopped; the ca- 
lumnies, which had been invented by the infidels, being 
taken up by evil chriſtians. No one going out from the 
communion of the church of Chriſt, but what did, by re- 
viving of old ſcandals, and the addition of freſh ones, en- 
deavour to make her infamous, and blacken her with ſuch 
crimes, as could be thought moſt convenient for rendering 
her odious to all. It being looked upon by as many as ever 
went out of her, the beſt means to juſtify their ſeparatien, 
and to gain to themſelves the credit of orthodox chriſtians; 
to paint her out in all the antichriſtian colours, and repre- 
ſent her as helliſh as wickedneſs could "make bes is 
ſtrange how much ſhe ſuffered in this point from the Mani. 
chees, and from the Donatiſts, and how much pains it coſt St. 
Auguſtine to prove their accuſations to be mere ealumnies? 
principally intended to raiſe prejudices in the minds of the - 
people againit her; that ſo being convinced by theſe heiliſh 
artifices of her teaching unſound and profane, doctrine, 
wicked principles, -and human inventions inſtead of faith, 


they might never think of going to her, to leara the truth; 


hold their inſolence, their villainies; a people unfuffer- 
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nor even ſo much as ſuſpect her to be the church of Chriſt. 


This, St. Auguſtine complains, was the chief cauſe of his 
continuing in the error of the Manichees ſo long; and that 
le impugned with ſo much violence this church. And 
therefore, after he was come to the knowledge of the truth, 


he diſcovered this to the world for the undeceiving others, 


Who were caught in the ſame ſnare, making it part of his 
confeſſions, Confeff. l. vi. c. 3. When I-came to diſcover, 
Hays he, that mingled joy and bluſhes, and was aſhamed, 
that I had now for ſo many years been barking and rail- 


ing, not againſt the Catholic faith, but only againſt the 


fictions of my carnal conceits. For ſo temerarious and im- 


pious was J, g 0 things, * I ought firſt to 2 
learned from them by enquiry, I charged upon them by 
1 falſhood, than to be in- 


accuſation; readier to impo 


formed of the truth.— And thus I ſo blindly accuſed the 
Catholic church; now ſufficiently cleared to me that ſhe | 


taught not the opinions I ſo vehemently perſecuted.” And 
this he did, deluded and deceived by the Manichees. And 
now ſince it is certain, that this has not been the caſe of St. 
Auguſtine alone, but of as many almot? az have given ear 
to the deſerters of this church; nay, is at this day the 
caſe of infinite numbers, who following that great Father, 
when as yet in bis errors, do not exquire, how this thing is 
believed or underſtood by her, but infultingly oppoſe all; 
as if ſo underſtood, as they imagine, not making any dif. 
ference betwixt that which the Catholic church teaches, 
and what they think ſhe teaches; and fo beliering her to 


the heathens did of old. It is evident there is as much need 

now of apolegies as ever there was ig Tertullian's or St. 
Auguſtine's time: not apologies to vindicate what is reall 

her faith and doctrine, but rather to clear her from fach 


ſuperſtitions, prophaneneſs, and wicked principles, as are 
maliciouſly or ignorantly charged upon her. re | 
the 


the number of calumnies, the inſincerity of adverſaries, 
obſtinacy of a biaſſed education, render a performance in 
this kind a juſt taſk for a Tertullian's, or St. Auguſtine's 
hand; yet becauſe I find no ſuch eminent pen engaged in 
this deſign at preſent; and the ſhewing the true religion in 
its own colours, ſeems a duty incumbent on every one that 
is a lover of truth: Iwill endeavour to pull off the vizor 


ſtom ſuffering ehriſtianity, and apologize for the Catholie 
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be guilty of as many abſurdities, follies, impieties, &c. aa 


faith; 
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4 Pauls mifcepreſented and Pegreſerieds v 
faith; that faith I mean maintained by thoſe primitive 
fathers, with ſo much vigour and zeal, which being firſt 


lanted in the head city of the world by St? Peter, hath 


een propagated throughout the univerſe, and derived down 
to us by many chriſtian nations, in communion with that 
See, under the protection of the Holy Ghoſt, and the charge 
of a chief paſtor, which beginning in that great apoſtle, has 
continued in a viſible ſucceſſion to theſe our days. This 
faith it is, for which at preſent I deſign to make an apolo- 
gy, which having been in all 2 violently oppoſed, does 
at this time moſt wrongfully ſuffer, under calumnies and 
falſe imputations. I will endeavour therefore to ſeparate 


theſe calumnies and ſcandals, from what is really the faith 


and doctrine of that church; Iwill take off the black and dirt 
which has been thrown upon her, and ſetting her forth in 
her genuine complexion, let the world fee how much fairer 
ſhe is, than ſhe is painted; and how much ſhe is unlike that 
monſter, which is ſhewn for her. And becauſe the mem- 
bers of this church are commonly known by the name of 
Papiſts; I think I cannat take a more ſincere, open, and 
'compendious way, in order to the compleating this defign, 
than by drawing forth a double character of a Papiſt: the 

Papiſt in thoſe very colours, as he 1s painted 
in the imagination of the vulgar, moſt foul, black, and an- 
tichriſtian; with the chief articles of his imagined belief, 
and reputed principles of his profeſſion, The other repre- 
ſenting a Papiſt, whoſe faith and exerciſe of his religion, 
is according to the direction and command of his church. 
'That ſo theſe two being thus ſet together, their difference' 
and diſproportion may be clearly diſcerned, and a diſ- 
covery made how unlike calumny is from truth; and how 


different a Papiſt really is, from what he is ſaid to be. The 


former character is of a Papift miſrepreſented; the other 1s 


of a Papiſt repreſented : the former 1s a Papiſt ſo deformed A 


and monſtrous, that he juſtiy deſerves the hatred of as 
many as own chriſtianity, The other Papiſt is one, that 
lives and believes according to what is preſcribed in the 
council of Trent, in the catechiſms ſet ch by Catholics, 
and other ſpiritual books for the direction and inſtruction 
of all in their communion, whoſe faith and doctrine I have 
here ſet down, with ſome grounds and reaſons of it, and 
will ſo leave it to apologize for itſelf. In drawing out the 
character of the former, I have quoted no authors, but have 

| _ deſcribed 
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1 1 PopiÞmiſeeprejented and repreſented. 
deſcribed him exactly according to the apprehenſion I had 
of a Papiſt framed by me when I was a Proteſtant; with 
the addition only of ſome few points, which have been vio- 
lently charged againſt me by ſome intimate friends of late, 
to ſhew-the unreaſonableneſs of my choice, after the quit- 
ting of that communion. The latter is wholly copied out 
from the Papiſt that I am now; being the ſum of what I | 
was taught, when reconciled to the Hoch of Rome, and 
which after fixteen years converſation with men of that 
communion, in hearing their ſermons, in being preſent at | 
their catechiſing, in reading their books, and diſcourſing 
with then, I have found to be their doctrine. I have done 
both, I hope, with ſincerity and truth, and without paſſion, 
For as my endeavours have been that my religion ſhould 
loſe nothing by lies, ſo neither do I defire it ſhould gain 
by them; and did I but know of any thing in the following | 
ges, that has any relation to the antichriſtian artifice, 
| 1 would ftrike it out immediately. And do here oblige my- 
ſelf upon information, either from friend or adverſary, to 
acknowledge the miſtake, as it ſnall be made appear, and 
make a public recantation, But it is time we ſhould ſep 
what theſe Papiſts arg, © . | 
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1 1 1. Of praying to Images. 
« A Papiſt miſrepreſented, worſhips ſtocks and ſtones for 
6e gods; He takes no notice of the Second Com- 
© mandment, but ſetting up pictures and images of Chriſt, 
the Virgin Mary, and other his ſaints, he prays to them, 
* and puts his truſt and confidence in them; much like as 
© the Heathens did in their wooden gods, Jupiter, Mars, 
© Venus, &c. and for this reaſon, he erects ſtately monu- 
ments to them in his churches, adorns them ſumptuouſly, 
© burns candles, offers incenſe, and frequently falls down 
* proſtrate before them, and with his eyes fixed on them, 
„ cries out, Help me, Mary: aſſiſt me, Anthony: remem- 
* ber me, Ignatius.“ 5 2 5 


© Papift truly repreſented believes it damnable to worſhip 


H ſtocks and ſtones for gods, to pray to pictures or images 
of Chriſt, of the Virgin Mary, or of any other ſaints, to be- 


lieve any virtue or divinity in them, or to put any truſt or 


confidence in them. He is expreſsly taught the contrary to all 
this by the council of Trent, (Sc. 25, and his very children 
are inſtructed in their catechiſms (which are in the hands of 
all) that they muſt © by no means pray to pictures or images, 
becauſe they can neither ſee, nor hear, nor help them.” 
dee Abira? of the Doway Catechiſm, upon the firſt Command. 


ment. Abridgemeut of Chriſtian Doctrine, Chapter IV. &c. 


But what uſe then does the papiſt make of pictures or images 
of Chriſt, of the bleſſed Virgin, or other ſaints? Why, he 
keeps them by him to preſerve in his mind the memory of 
the perſon repreſented i them; as people are wont to pre- 
ſerve the memory of their deceaſed friends by kee Ing their 
pictures, He 1s taught to uſe them, ſo as to cal his eyes 
upon the pictures or images, and thence to raiſe his heart to 
the things repreſented, and there to employ it in meditation, 


2 A Pafift miſrepreſented aud repreſented. 

lore, and thankſgiving, deſire of imitation &c. as the obje& 
requires: As many good Chriſtians, placing a Deatb's head 
before them, from the fight of it take occaſion to reflect of- 
ten upon their laſt end, in order to their better preparing 


for it; or by ſeeing Old Time painted with his en bet 


hour-glaſs, and ſcythe, turn their thoughts upon the ſwiftne 
of time, and that whoſoever neglects the preſent, is in dan- 
er of beginning then to deſire to lay hold of it when there 


is no more to come, Theſe ee ar or images having this 


advantage, that they inform the mind by one glance of what 
in _— might require a whole chapter. There being no 
other difterence between them, than that reading repreſents | 


leiſurely, and by degrees; and a picture, all at once. Hence 


he finds a Convenience in ſaying his prayers with ſome 
devout pictures before him, he being no ſooner diſtracted 
but the ſight of theſe recalls his wandering thoughts to the | 


right _— ; and as certainly brings ſomething good into 


his mind, as an immodeſt picture diſturbs his heart with 
filthy thoughts. And becauſe he is ſenfible that theſe holy 
ictures and images repreſent and bring to his mind ſuc 
objects, as in his heart he loves, honours, and venerates; 
he cannot but upon that account love, honour, and reſpect 
the images themſelves. As whoſoever loves their huſband, 
child, or friend, cannot but have ſome love and reſpec for 
their pictures; whoſoever loves and honours his king, will 
have — honour and regard for his image. Not > he 
venerates. any image or picture, for any virtue or divinity 
believed to be in them, or for any thing that 1s to be peti- 
tioned of them; but becauſe the honour, that 1s exhibited 


to them, is referred to thoſe whom they repreſent. So that 


it is not properly the images he honours, but Chriſt and his 
Saints by the images : as it is not properly the images or 

ictures of kings or other men that we reſpect or injure; 
= by their images or pictures we reſpec or injure the per- 
ſons themſelves. All de veneration therefore he expreſſes 
before images, whether by kneeling, lifting up the eyes, 
burning candles, incenſe, &c. it is not at all done for the 


image, but is wholly referred to the things repreſented, which 


he intends to honour by theſe actions, and how by ſo do- 
ing, he breaks the ſecond commandment, he cannot conceive; 
for he acknowledges only one God, and to him alone, gives 
ſovereign honour; and whatſoever reſpect he ſhews to a 
crucifix, picture or image, ſeems to him no more injurious 
to any of the Commandments, than it is for a Chr * to 
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jove and honour his neighbour, becauſe he bears the image 


of God in his ſoul; to kiſs and eſteem the bible, becauſe it 
contains and repreſents to him God's word ; or to love a 
good preacher, becauſe he minds him of his duty ; all which 
reſpects do not at all derogate from God Almighty's ho- 
nour ; but are rather teſtimonies of our great love and 
honour of him, fince for his ſake, we love and eſteem every 
thing that has any reſpect or relation to him. 
2. Of worſhipping Saints, | 
4 1 Papiſt miſrepreſented makes gods of dead men : 
1 ſuch as are departed hence, and are now no more 
* able to hear, or ſee, or underſtand his neceſſities. And. 
* though God be ſo good as to invite all to come to him, 
© and to apply themſelves to their only and infinite Medi- 
« ator Jeſus Chriſt; yet ſo ſtupid is he, that neglecting, and 
* as it were, paſling by both God and his only Son, and all 
1% their mercies, he betakes himſelf to his ſaints, and there 
„ pouring forth his prayers, he conſiders them as his 
re mediators and redeemers, and expects no blefling, but 
hat is to come to him by their merits, and through their 
© hands: And thus, without ſcruple or remorſe, he robs 
* God of his honour.” | N | 8 


"Fa Papiſt truly repreſented believes there is only one 
1 God, and that it is a moſt damnable idolatry to make 
ods of men, either living or dead. His church teaches him 
indeed, (and he believes) That it is good and profitable to dere 
the interceſſion of ſaints reigning with Chriſt in heaven : but that 
they are gods or his redeemer, he is no-where taught; but. 
deteſts all ſuch doctrine. He confeſſes that we are all re- 
deemed by the blood of Chriſt alone, and that he is our only 
Mediator of Redemption: but as for mediators of inter- 
ceſſion (that is, ſuch as we may lawfully defire to pray for 
us) he does not doubt, but it- is acceptable to God, we 
ſhould have many. Moſes was ſuch a mediator for the 
Iſraelites, Job for his three friends; Stephen for his per- 
ſecutors, The Romans were thus deſired by St. Paul to be 
his mediators ; ſo were the Corinthians, ſo the Ephefians. 
Ep. ad Rom. Cor. Eph. ſo almoſt every fick man deſires the 
congregation to be his mediators; by remembering him in 
their prayers. And ſo the Papiſt defires the bleſſed in 
heaven to be * is, that hey would pray 
+ — 


4 A Papift miſrepreſemed and repreſented, 
to God for him. And in this, he does not all neglect 
Soming to God, or rob him of his honour; but directing 
all his prayers up to him, and making him the ultimate ob- 
ject of all his petitions, he only defires ſometimes the juſt 
on earth, ſometimes thoſe in heaven, to join their prayers 
to his, that ſo the number of petitioners being increaſed; 
the petition may find better acceptance in the fight of God. 
And this is not to make them gods, but only petitioners 
to God; it is not to make them his redeemers, but only in- 
terceſſors to his Redeemer; he having no hopes of obtain- 
ing any thing, but of God alone, by and through the me- 
rits of Chriſt; for which he deſires the ſaints in heaven, and 
good men on earth, to offer up their prayers with his; the 
rayers of the juſt availing much before God. But now, 
ow the ſaints in heaven know the prayers and neceſſities of 
ſuch, who addreſs themfelves to them, whether by the mi- 
niſtry of angels, or in the viſion of God, or by ſome parti- | 
cular revelation, it is no part of his faith, nor is it much his 
concern it ſhould be determined. For his part he does not 
doubt, but that God, who acquainted the prophets with the 
knowledge of things, that were yet to come many hundred 
years after; that informed Eliſha of the king of Syria's 
council, though privately reſolved on, in his bed-chamher, 
and at a diſtance, 2 Kings vi. 12, can never want means of 
letting the ſaints know the defires of hoſe who beg their 
interceſſion here on earth: eſpecially fince our Saviour in- | 
forms us, Luke xvi. that Abraham heard the peritions ws | 
Dives, who was yet at a greater diſtance, even in hell; and 
told him-likewiſe the manner of his living, while as yet on 
earth. Nay, ſince it is generally allowed, that even the 
very devils hear theſe ae, er. wretches, who call on them; 
why then ſhould he doubt, that the ſaints want this privi- 
lege, who though departed this life, are not ſo properly dead, 
. us tranſlated from a mortal life to an immortal one; where, 
enjoying God Almighty, they loſe no perfections which 
they enjoyed while on earth, but poſſeſs all in a more emi- 
nent manner; having more charity, more knowledge, more 
intereſt with God than ever; and becoming like angels; 
Luke xx. 36. And as theſe offered up their prayers for 
Jeruſalem, and the cities of Judah, Zach. i. 12. fo un- 
douhtedly they likewiſe all down before rhe Lamb, having 
every ane of them harps, and golden wials full of odours, whith 
are the prayety of the ſaiuti, Apoo. v. g. 
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3. Of addreſſing more Supplications to the Virgin Mary | 


than 40 Chriſt. 


* 


PHE Papiſt miſrepreſented believes the Virgin Mary 


«c to be much more powerful in heaven than Chriſt, 
* and that ſhe can command him to do what ſhe thinks 
«© Hood: and for this he honours her much more than he 


« does her Son, or God the Father; for one prayer he ſays 
„ to God, ſaying ten to the holy Virgin.” | 

HE Papiſt truly repreſented believes it damnable to 
think the Virgin Mary more powerful in heaven than 


Chriſt ; or that ſhe can in any thing command him. He 


honours her indeed, as one that was choſen to be mother 
of God, and bleſſed amongſt all women; and believes her 


to be moſt acceptable to God, in her interceſſion for us: but 


owning her ſtill as a creature, and that a!l ſhe has of excel- 
lency 1s the gift of God, proceeding from his mere good- 
neſs. Neither does he at any time ſay even ſo much as one 


| Prayer to her, but what is direted more particularly to 


od ; becauſe offered up as a thankful memorial of Chriſt's 
incarnation, and acknowledgment of the bleſſedneſs of Jeſus 
the fruit of her womb. And this without imagining that 
there 1s any more diſhonouring of God in his reciting the 


Angelical Salutation, than in his. firſt pronouncing it by 


the Angel Gabriel and Elizabeth: or that his frequent 
repetition of it is any more an idle ſuperſtition, than it was 
in David to repeat the ſame words over twenty-ſix times in 
the cxxxvi Pſalm. | „ x 
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4 Of paying divine worſbip to Relicke, = 


* ff Ho: Papiſt miſrepreſented believes a kind of divinity 
* 4 to remain in the relicks of his reputed ſaints, and 
therefore adores their rotten bones, their corrupted fleſh, 
their old rags, with divine honour; kneeling down to 
“them, kiſſing them, and going in pil rimage to the 

o far pofleſſed with 
a conceited deity lying in thoſe ſenſeleſs remains, that 
he fooliſhly believes they work greater miracles, and raiſe 
* wore to life than ever Chriſt himſelf did.“ 
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6 A Papiſt miſrepreſented aud repreſonted. 
. THE Papiſt truly repreſented believes it damnable to 
think there is any divinity in the relicks of ſaints or to 
adore them with divine honour, or to pray to their rotten 
bones, old rags or ſhrines, or that they can work any ſtrange 
eures or miracles, by any hidden power of their own. But 
the believes it good and law ful to* keep them with venera- 
tion, and to give them a religious honour and reſpect. 
And this he thinks due to them, in as much as knowing 
himſelf obliged to reſpect and honour God Almighty from 
his heart; he looks upon himſelf as obliged to-refpetand 
honour every thing that has any particular relation to him: 
hut this with an inferior honour; ſuch as the Jews ſhewed to 
the Ark, to the Tables of the Law, to Moſes's rod, to the 
Temple, to the Prieſts.” Such as we nerally allow the Bi- 
ble, becauſe it contains God's word; to the church, be- 


Cauſe it is God's houſe; to holy men and prieſts, becauſe 


they are God's ſervants. And ſo he does to relicks, becauſe 
they appertain to God's favourites: and, being inſenfible 
things, are yet ſenſible pledges, and lively memorials of 
Chriſt's ſervants dead indeed to this world, but alive with 


him in glory. And more eſpecially becauſe God himſelf 
Has been pleaſed to honour them, by making them inftru- 


ments of many evident miracles'which he has viſibly worked 
h by them; as is manifeſt upon undeniable record; And this 
he believes as eaſy for God Almighty now, and as much 
redounding to the honour of his holy maine, as it is in the 
old law, to work ſuch miraculous effects by Moſes's rod, 
by Elias's mantle, after he was taken up into heaven, 
2 Kirgs ii. 14. Eliſeus's bones, 2 Kings xiii. 21. and infinite 
other ſuch like inſenſible things: and alfo in the new law, 
by the hem of his own garment, Matt. ix. 22. by the ſha- 
dow of St. Peter, A#s V. 15, by the napkins and handker- 
chiefs that had but touched the body of St. Paul, -caſting 
put devils, and curing diſeaſes, 4s xix. 12. and ſuch like, 
And thus by having a veneration and reſpect for theſe, he 
honours God: and does not doubt, but that they that con- 
+ Ttemn and profane theſe do the like to Ged, as much as 
they did, who profaned the bread of propitiation, the tem- 
Ple, and veſſels that belonged to it. 
. Of Be Bacbarſpi 
THE Papiſt miſrepreſented believes it law ful to commit 
«« ©* idolatry, and makes it his daily practice to 1 
8 | | ES « and 


$ 
bl 


we of LO ES as oi. & of 


— — 
Taz "EBT POLY 


n EE SO EEE bd. kd ww i Þ 


T Papiſt +ruly repreſented believes it #bominable to 


"of Papi miſrepreſent ant rigrefonted. =—=7 
and adore a breaden God, giving divine honour to thoſe 
«© poor, empty elements of bread and wine, Of theſe he 
** aſks pardon for his ſins; of thefe he defires grace and ſal- 
vation; theſe he acknowledges to have been his redeemer 


and ſaviour, and hopes for no good but what is to come 

to him by means of theſe honſhold gods. And then for 
his apology, he alledges ſuch grofs contradictions, fo 

% contrary to all ſenſe and reaſon, that whoſoever will be 
% a Papiſt, muſt be no man: fondly believing, that what 
ec he adores is no bread or wine, but Chrift really preſent 
ce 


„ under thoſe appearances; and thus makes as many 
«« Chriſts, as many Redeemers, as there are churches, 
„ altars or prieſts. When according to God's infallible 
« word there is but one Chriſt, and he not on earth, but 


- 


« at the right hand of his Father in heaven.” 


= 


1 commit any kind of idolatry; and moſt damhable to 


worſhip or adore a breaden'god, or to give divine honour 


to the elements of bread and wine. He worſhips only one 


God, who made heaven and earth, and his only Son Fefus. 


Chriſt our Redeemer; who, bling in all things equal to his 
Father, in truth and omnipotency, he believes, made his. 
words good, pronounced at his laſt ſupper; really. iving 
his body: and blood to his apoſtles; the fübſtance of hrea 

and wine being by his powerful words changed into his 


on body and blood, the ſpecies or appearances of the bread 


and wine remaining as before. The ſame he believes of 
the moſt holy Sacrament of the Eucharift, confecrated now 
by ptieſts;/ that it really contains the body of Chriſt, which 


Was delivered for us; and his blood, which was ſhed for 
the remiſſion of fins: which being there united with the di- 
_ vinity, he confeſſes whole Chriſt to be preſent. And him 


he adores and acknowledges his Redeemer, and not any 
bread or wine. And for the believing of this myſtery, he 


does not at all think it meet for any Chriſtian to appeal 


from Chriſt's word to his own ſenſes or reaſon, for the 


examining the truth of what he has ſaid, but rather to ſubs. 


mit his ſenſes and reaſon to Chriſt's words in the obſe- 
quiouſneſs of faith: and that being the ſon of Abraham, it 
is more becoming him to believe as Abraham did, promptly, 
with a faith ſuperior to all ſenſe or reafon, and whither 
theſe covid never lead him. With this faith it is he believes 
EFF . OE 14143 5 +3 MT DU £5 IR every 
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8 Fail mifrepreſented and repreſented. 
every myſtery of his religion, the trinity,incarnation,&c, with 
this faith he believes that what deſcended upon our Saviour 
at his. baptiſm. in | in was. really the Holy Ghoſt, 
though ſenſes or reaſon could diſcever it to be nothing but 

-a dove; with this faith ke believes that the man that Joſhua 
ſaw ſtanding over againſt him with his ſword drawn. 725. 
v. 13, and the three men that Abraham entertained in the 


plains of Mambre, Gen. xviii. were really and ſabſtantially iſ 


no men; and that notwithſtanding all the information and 
evidence of ſenſe, from their colour, features, proportion, 

talking, eating, &c.. of their being men; yet withot a 
diſcredit to his ſenſes, he really believes they were no fuch 
thing, becauſe God's word has aſſured him of the contrary: 
and with this faith he believes Chriſt's body and blood to 


preſent in the bleſſed facrament, though, to all | 


be re 1 | | 

outward appearance, there 1s nothing more than bread and 
wine: thus, not at all hearkening to his ſenſes in a matter 
where God ſpeaks, . ly confeſſes, that he that 
made the world of nothing by his ſole word: that cured 
diſeaſes by his word: that raiſed the dead by his word: 
that commanded the winds and ſeas: that multiplied bread: 
that changed water into wine by his word, and ſinners into 
juſt men, cannot want power to change bread and wine 
into his own body and blood by his ſole word. And this 
without danger of multiplying his body, of making as many 
Chriſts as altars, or leaving the right hand of his Father. 
But only by giving to his body a ſupernatural. manner of 
exiſtence, by which, being without extention of parts, 
rendered independent of place, it may be one and the ſame 
in many places at once, and whole in every part of the 
ſymbols, and not obnoxious to any corporal contingencies. 
And this kind of exiſtence is no more, than what in a man- 
ver he beſtows upon every glorified body; than what his 
own body had, when born without the leaſt violation of his 
mother's virginal integrity: when he aroſe from the dead, 
out of the ſepulchre; without removing the ſtone: when he 
entered amongſt his diſciples, the doors being ſhut. And 
though he cannot underſtand how this is done, yet he un- 
doubtedly believes, that God is able to do more than he. is 
able to underſtand. £ | „„ ph | . 5 1 
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TA E Papiſt miſrepreſented believes Chriſt's death and 
paſſion to be _igeffeftual, and inſignificant, and 30 
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A Papift miſrepreſented and_refreſented. 9 
„ he has no dependance upon the merits of his ſufferings, or 
« the mercy of God for the obtaining ſalvation; but that he 
« is to be ſaved by his own merits. And, for this reaſon, 


« he is very zealouſly buſy in . in watching, i in going 


© in proceſſion, in wearing hair ſhirts,/and-ufing a thou- 
« ſand ſuch like mortifications: and having done this, he 
thinks himſelf not at all beholden to God for his ſal a- 


tion, and that to give him heaven, will be no favour: it 


© being now his due, upon the account of his meritorious 
© atchievements, without any God-a-mercy, to Chriſt's 
paſſion, or his Maker's goodneſs. 
Tiißk papiſt truly eee ee b it damnable to Pl 

that Chriſt's death and paſſion is ineffectual and inſig- 


nificant: and that it is the doctrine of devils to believe, that 


he has no dependance for his ſalvation upon the merits of 
Chriſt's ſufferings, or the mercy of God | No only: upon his 
own merits. and good works. It is his faith to believe, that 
of ourſelves. we are. not ſufficient, ſo much as to think a 


good thought, that the grace by which we are juſtified, is 


given us pbrely gratis upon the account of Chriſt's merits; 
moreover, that no man, how juſt ſoever, 'can merit any 
thing either in this life, or in that to come, independent on 
the. merits and paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, neyertheleſs, that 
through the merits of Chriſt the good works of a juſt man 
proceeding from grace, are ſo acceptable to God, that 
through b. goodnefs and promiſe they are truly meritori- 
_— of eternal A life, And this he has. — from the apo- 


ſtle, 2 Tim iv. 8. where he is taught, that there is a crown 
of juſtice, which our Lord, a juſt judge, will render at the 


day; nõt only to St. Paul, but alſb to all thoſe, that 


| ſhall "hab fought a 22 fight, and zuin their 


courſe, kept the faith, and ſoved his coming. 3 Knowing 


therefore that at the day of judgment, he is to . receive 
, actording to his works:; he endeavours hy good -aworks temat 


his wocation and election ſure, 2 Peter i. 10. And in following 


* 


this counſel, he thinks he no more offends againſt the ful- 5 


neſs of the merits of Chrift, or God 8 Na than the 
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10 1 Papift miſrepreſented and repreſented. @— 
* theſe have power to forgive ſins. And therefore as often 


as he finds his conſcience oppreſſed with the guilt of his 
offences, he calls for one of his prieſts; and having run 
over a catalogue of his fins; he aſks of him pardon and 
s forgiveneſs, And what is moſt abſurd of all, he is ſo 
, ſtupid as to believe that, if his Ghoſtly Father, after he 
has heard all his villanies in his ear, does but pronounce 
* three or four Latin words over his head, his fins are for- 
* given him, although he had never any thoughts of amend- 


ment, or intention to forſake his wickedneſs,” 


HE Papiſt truly repreſented believes it damnable in any 

religion to make gods of men. However he firmly 
holds, that when Chriſt ſpeaking to his apoſtles ſaid, John 
XX. 21. Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt; who > pr: you ſhall forgive, 
they are forgiven, and whoſe fins yo { retain, they are re- 
tained; he gave them, and their ſucceſſors, the biſhops and 
prieſts of the Catholic church, authority to abſolve any truly 
penitent ſinner from his fins. And God having thus giver 
them the miniflry of reconciliation, and made them Chriſt's le- 
gates; 2 Cor. v. 18, 19, 20. Chriſt's miniſters, and the diſp-nſers 


e the myſteries of Chriſt, 1 Cor. iv. and given them power 


that whoſoever they logſe on earth ſhall be lofed in heaven, Mat; 
XXV111. 18. he undoubtedly believes, that whoſoever comes 
to them making a fincere and humble confeſſion of his ſins, 


with a true repentance and a firm purpoſe of amendment, 


and a hearty reſolution of turning from his evil ways, may 
from them receive ahſolution, by the authority given them 
from heaven, and no doubt but God ratifies above the ſen- 
tence pronounced in that tribunal; long in heaven awhatſos 


ever ij thus {1oſed by them on earth, And that, whoſoever comes 


without Fay due PIP, without a repentance from 
the bott&im of his heart, and real intention of Serre, his 


| fins, receives no benefit by the abſolution; but adds fin to 


fin, by a high contempt of God's mercy, and abuſe of his 


: 


e, 


1 THE papiſt miſrepreſented believes, that his holy father 
" 


the Pope can give him leave to commit what fins he 
s picaſeth; eſpecially, if he can make him a preſent of a 
* round ſum of money, he never need doubt of indulgence 


or pardon for himſelf and his heirs for ever, for all * 
„ 5 : . | Y «& 
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4 Hasi miſrepreſented and repreſented. Ie 
© of crimes or wickedneſs, he, or any of his poſterity m 
% have convenience of falling into: — n 
« mifſion in pocket, under the Pope's broad ſeal, he may be 
+ confident that Chriſt will * 5 and ſtand to all that 
* his Vicar upon earth has granted, and not call him to 
* any account for any thing he has done, although he 
5 ſhould chance to die without the leaſt remorſe of conſci» 


+ 


9 ence, or repentance for his fins.” 


HE Papiſt truly repreſented believes it damnable to hold, 
that the Pope, or any other power in heaven or earth, 
can give him leave to commit any fins whatſoever: or that 
for any ſum of money he can obtain an indulgence or par- 
don for fins that are to be committed by him, or his heirs; 
hereafter. He firmly believes that no ſins can be forgiven, 


4 


| without a true and hearty repentance: but that ſtill, there 


is a power in the church of granting indulgences, by which, 
as he 1s e his catechiſm, nothing more is meant 
than a rele 

temporal puniſhment, which remained due on account of 
thoſe fins, which as to the guilt and eternal puniſhment 
had been already remitted by repentance and confeſſion. 
For, we ſee in the caſe of king David, 2 Sam. xii. 10, 17, 
12, 13, 14- that the debt of the temporal puniſhment is not 
always remitted, when the guilt of the fin is remitted; 
and as the church of God from the beginning was ever 


convinced of this truth, therefore, befides the hearty repen- 


tance and confeſſion, which ſhe inſiſted upon in order for 
the diſcharge of the guilt of fin; ſhe alſo required ſevere 
nces, ſometimes of three, ſeven, ten years or more, for 
the diſcharge of the debt of the temporal puniſhment, due 
to divine juſtice. Now the releaſing or moderating for juſt 
cauſes theſe penalties incurredby fa, is called an indul- 
gence. And the power of granting ſuch indulgences 1s 
viſibly implied in the promiſe of the keys, and of binding 
and looſing made to the paſtors of the church, St. Matt. xv1. 
19. And the exerciſe of this power was frequent in the 
primitive church; and is even authoriſed by the example 
of St. Paul himſelf, who granted ſuch an indulgence to the 
inceſtuous Corinthian, 2 Cor. ii. 10. forgiving, as he ſays, in 
the perſon of Chrift; that is, by the power and authority he 
had received from him. Now the good works uſually re- 
quired for the obtaing indulgences, are prayer, faſting, vi- 


ing, to ſuch as are truly penitent, the de bt of 
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ſiting churches, confeſſion; communion,” and alms deeds : 
but what money there is given at any time on this account, 
concerns not at all the Pope's coffers, but is by every one 
iven as they pleaſe, either to the poor, to the ſick, to pri- 
ners, &c. where they judge it moſt charity. As to the reſt, 
if any abuſes have been committed in granting or gaining 
indulgences, through the default of ſome particular perſons; 
theſe cannot in juſtice be charged upon the church, to the 
rejudice of her faith and doctrine; eſpecially, fince ſhe has 
been ſo careful in the eee eee, as may be ſeen by 
what was done in the council of Trent. Decreto de indulgentiic, 
70 THE Papiſt miſrepreſented believes very injuriouſly of 
16 *-1Chriſt's paſſion, being perſuaded that his ſufferings | 
* and death were not ſufficiently ſatisfactory for our ſins; 
hut that it is neceſſary for every one to make ſatis faction 
for themſelves. And for this end, after he has been at 
confeſſion, the prieſt enjoins him a penance; by the per- 
% formance of which, he is to ſatisfy. for his offences: and 
« thus confidently rely ing upon his own penitential works, 
© he utterly evacuates Chiri s paſſion; and though he pro- 
5 feſſes himſelf a Chriſtian, and that Chriſt is his Saviour; 
yet by his little truſting to him, he ſeems to think him to 
to be no better, than what his crucifix; informs him, that 
* is, a mere wooden one, | 
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THE Papiſt trul repreſented believes it damnable to think 
- injuriouſly of Chriſt's paſſion. Nevertheleſs he believes 
that though condign ſatis faction for the guilt of ſin, and the 
pain eternal due to it, be proper only to Chriſt our Saviour; 
pet that penitent ſinners being redeemed by Chrift, and 
made his members, may in ſome meaſure ſatisfy by pray- 
ers, faſting, alms, &c. for the temporal pain, which by order 
of God's juſtice, ſometimes remains due after the guilt, and 
the eternal pains are remitted. So that truſting'in Chriſt as 
his Redeemer, he yet does not think that by Chriſt's ſuffer- | 
ings every Chriſtian is diſcharged of his particular ſufferings; 
but that every one is to ſuffer ſomething for himſelf; as St. 
Paul did, who by many tribulations, and by ſuffering in his can 
Hals, filled up that avhich avas behind of the paſſtons of Chrift; and 


this not only for Himſely; but for the evhole church, Coloſſ. 
i. 24. and this he finds every where in ſcripture, a. people 
admoniſhed of the greatneſs of their ſins, doing penance in 


4 faſting, 
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ue, ſackclath and aſbes, and by voluntary auſterities, en- 
3 to ſatisfy the divine juſtice. And theſe perſonal 
ſatisfactions God has ſufficiently alſo minded him of in the 
uniſhments inflicted on Moſes, Aaron, David, and infinite 


others; and even in the afflictions ſent by God upon our 


own age, in plagues, wars, fires, perſecutions, rebellions, and 
ſuch like : Which, fer are ff Ps but they confeſs to 
be ſent from heaven for the juſt chaſtiſement of our fins z 
and which we are to undergo, notwithſtanding the infinite 
ſatisfaction made by Chrift, and without any undervaluing 
it. Now being thus convinced of ſome temporal puniſhments 
being due to Fils ſins, he agg Ac of all tribulations, whether 
in body, name, or eſtate, from whenceſoever they come, 
and with others of his own chufing, offers them up to God, 
for the diſcharging this debt; ftill confeſſing, that his of- 
fences deſerve yet more. But theſe penitential works he is 
taught to be no otherwiſe ſatisfaRory, than as joined and 
applied to the ſatisfaction which Jeſus made upon the croſlsz 


in virtue of which alone, all our good works find a grateful 


acceptance in God's fight, 
10. Of reading the Holy Scripture. © 


«x 1 oy 2s miſrepreſented believes ir part of his dus 
46 ty, to ſpeak irreverently of the ſcripture; to do what 
© he is able, to leſſen the repute of it, and bring it into diſ- 
© grace. And for this end, he ſays it is obſcure, full of 
© ambiguous ER, and not fit to be read bythe vul- 
© gar, nor fit to be tranſlated into vulgar languages: 

© without reſpet to Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, profanely 
© teaches, that no ten books in the world have done ſo much 
© miſchief to Chriſtianity as this one: And under a vain 
** preventing farther inconveniences, endeavours to deprive 
all of this ſpiritual comfort, of this divine food, of this 


| *© heavenly light; that ſa being kept in darkneſs, they may 


© be alſo preferved in ignorance, and damned eternally.” 


IHE Papiſt truly repreſented believes it damnable in any 


one to think, ſpeak, or do any thing icreverently to- 
wards the Scripture; or by any means er —.— 
it into diſrepute or diſgrace. He holds It in the higheſt ve. 
neration of all men living, he — it to be the pure ora · 


3 
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cles of God; and that we are rather bound to loſe our lives, 
than concur any way to its profanation. Tt is true, he does 
not think it fit to be read generally, by all, in the vulgar 
tongues : Not for any diſreſpect to it; but, 1. Becauſe he 
underſtands, that private interpretation is not proper for the 
Scripture, 2 Pet. i. 20. 2. Neeauſb in the epiſtles of Saint 
Paul are certain things heard to be underſtood, whith the unlearn. 
ed and unſtable æureſt, as alſo the reſt of the Scriptures, to their 
own perdition, 2 Pet. iii. 16. z. Becauſe God hath given on- 
Iy fome to be apoſtles, ſome £2 bets, other 2 evangeliſts, and 
fome paſtors and teachers, Eph. iv. 11. For theſe reaſons he 
is taught, that it is not convenient for the Scripture to be 
read indifferently by all men, but only by ſuch as are hum- 
ble, diſcreet and devout, and ſuch as are willing to obſerve 
directions in the peruſing this ſacred volume; that is, to take 
notice of al! godly hiſtories, and imitable examples of humi- 
lity, chaſtity, obedience, mercy to the poor, &c. and all 
ſuch places as are apt to ſtir up the hatred of ſin, fear of 
God's judgment, love of virtue, &c. and in all hard, obſcure 
and diſputable points to refer all tothe arbitrement of the 
Church, to the judgment of thoſe whom God hatk appointed 
aſtors and teachers: never preſuming to contend, controul, 
teach, or talk of their own ſenſe and fancy in deep queſ- 
tions of divigity, and high myſteries of faith; but expecting 
the ſenſe of theſe from the /ips of the prieſt, who hall keep 
 Enowledge, and from whoſe mouth they bt ery the law, 
Mal. ii. 7. And this caution is uſed, left the ſcripture com- 
ing into the hands of à preſuming ſort of proud, curious, 
and contentious people, be abufed and perverted ; who'make 
it their buſineſs to enquire inte high and hidden ſecrets of 
God's counſels, and upon the preſumption of I knew not 
what ſpirit, immediately become teachers, comptrollers, 
and Jud; es of doctors, church, ſcripture, and all; and ac- 


knowledging no authority left by Chriſt, to which they are 


to ſubmit; under pretence of ſeripture and God's word, 


make way for all ſort of profaneneſs, irreligion, and atheiſm. 


So that it is not for the preſerving ignorance, he allows a 
reſtraint 8 the reading the ſcriptures, but for the pre- 
venting a blind ignorant preſumption; and that it may he 
done toedification:and.not to deſtruction, and without caſt- 
ing what is 5 to dogs, or prarit to fvine, 


11. Of 
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11. Of the Scripture as a Rule of Faith, 
THE Papiſt miſrepreſented believes it his obligation to 
undervalue the ſcripture, and take from it that autho- 
„ thority which Chriſt gave it. For whereas Chrilt left 
ce this to the world, as the rule of faith, and as a ſacred o- 
© racle from whence all his followers might be inſtructed in 


© the precepts of a good life, learn all the myſteries of their 


4 faith, and be reſolved in all difficult and doubtful points 
« of religion; he is taught flatly to deny all this; and to 
believe that the ſcripture is not capable of deciding any 
one point of controverſy, or reconciling the different 
« ſentiments of men in religion: And thus he demeans 
* himſelf towards the word of God, in a manner moſt un- 
„becoming a Chriſtian.” * | 


1 Papiſt truly repreſented, believes it damnable to 
undervalue the ſcripture, or to take from it the autho- 
rity given it by Chriſt. He gives it all reſpect due to the 
word of God; he owns it to be of greateſt authority upon 
earth, and that it is capable of leading a man to all truth, 
when it is rightly underſtood. But to any one that under- 
ſtands it, 19 takes it in any other ſenſe than what was in- 
tended by the Holy Ghoſt, he believes it to ſuch a one to be 
no ſcripture, no word of God; that to ſuch a one, it is no 
rule of faith, nor judge of controverſies; and that what he 
thinks to be the doctrine of Chriſt, and command of heaven, 
is nothing but his own imagination and the ſuggeſtion of 
the devil. And ſince by the experience of ſo many hundred 
hereſies finceour Saviour's time, all pretending to be ground» 
ed on ſcripture, he finds that almoſt every text of the Bible, 
and even thoſe that concern the moſt eſſential and funda- 
mental points of the Chriſtian Religion, have been inter- 
preted ſeveral ways, and made to ſignify things contrary 
to one another ; and that while thus contrary meanings are 
by ſeveral perſons drawn from the ſame word, the ſcripture 
is ſtill ſilent, without diſcoyering which of all thoſe ſenſes is 
that intended by the Holy Ghoſt, and agreeable to truth ; 
and which are erroneous and antichriſtian: He conclude 
that the ſcripture alone, without taking along with it the 
interpretation of the church, cannot be to every private per- 
fon the whole rule of his faith. Not that there is any au- 
Ode i thority 
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thority wanting on the ſcripture fide; but becauſe no pti- 
vate perſon can be certain whether een g all the ſeveral 


meanings every text is liable to, that which he underſtands 
it in, is the right, or no. And without this certainty of 
truth, and ſecurity from error, he knows there is nothing 
eapable of being a ſufficient rule of his faith, | 


12. Of the Interpretation of Scriputre, | 
THE Papift miſrepreſented believes that his church, 
„ which he calls catholic, is above the ſcripture; and 
a projandy allows to her an uncontroulable authority of 
1% bein judge of the word of God; and being fondly a- 
*« buſed into a diſtruſt of the ſcriptures, and that he can 
„ be certain of nothing, not even of the fundamentals 
of Chriſtianity, from what is delivered in them, though 
they ſpeak never ſo plainly; he is taught wholly to rely 
„upon this church, and not to believe one word the ſerip- 
**« ture ſays, unleſs his church ſays it too.“ | 


THE Papiſt truly repreſented believes, that the church is 
not above the ſcripture; but only allows that order be- 
tween them, as is between the judge and the law; and is no 
other than what generally every private member of the re. 
formation challenges to himſelf, as often as he pretends 
to decide any doubt of his own, or his neighbour, in re- 
ligion, by interpreting the ſcripture. Neither is he tage 
at all to diſtruſt the ſcripture, or not to rely on it; but 
only to diſtruſt his own private interpretation of it, and 
not to rely on his own judgment in the reſolution of any 
doubt concerning faith or religion, though he can produce 
ſeveral texts in favour of his opinion. Pur in all ſuch caſes 
he is commanded to recur to the church; and having learnt 
from her the true ſenſe of all ſuch texts, how they have been 
underſtood by the whole community of Chriſtians, in all 
ages ſince the apoſtles; and what has been their received 
doctrine, in ſuch doubtſul and difficult points; he is obliged 
to ſubmit to this, and never preſume on his own private ſen- 
timents, however ſeemingly grounded on reaſon and ſcrip 
ture, to believe or preach any new doctrine oppoſes to the 
belief of the church; but as he receives from her the book, 


ſo alſo to receive from her the ſenſe of the book; with a 
holy confidence, that ſhe that did not cheat him in deliver- 


ing a falſe book for the true one, will not cheat him in deli- 
70 : vering 


the other: and his own private judgment, whi ; 
ficient in the one; that is, in finding out the true ſcripture, 
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vering him a falſe and erroneous ſenſe for the true one; her 


authority, wbich is ſufficient in the one, being not leſs in 
ch was inſuf. 


and diſcerning it from all other books; being as incapable 
and inſufficient in the other; that is, in certainly diſcover- 
ing the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, and avoiding all othes 
heteredox and miſtaken interpretations, : 
13. Of Tradition. 
cc THE Papiſt miſrepreſented believes the ſcripture to bg 
4 *. Imperfect; and for the ſupplying, of what he thinks 
«« defeRtive in it, he admits human ordinations and tradi- 
tions of men; allowing equy) authority to theſe, as to 
the ſeripture themſelves; thinking himſelf as much ob- 
„ liged te ſubmit to theſe, and believes them with divine 
e faith, as he does whatſoever is written in the Bible, and 
* confefſedly ſpoken by the author of all truth, God him- 
„ ſelf. Neither will he admit any one to be a member 
* of his communion, although he undoubtedly believes 
* every word that is written in the ſcripture ; unleſs he 
* alſo aſſents to the traditions, and gives as great credit to 
them as to the word of God, although in that there is not 
the leaſt footſtep to be found. 


THE Papift truly repreſented believes the ſcripture not to 

be imperfect, nor to want human ordinations, or tradi- 
tions of men, for the ſupplying any defects in it: Neither 
does he allow the ſame authority to theſe, as to the word of 


God; or give them qual credit; or exact it from others, 


that deſire to be admitted into the communion of his church. 
He belives no divine faith ought to be given to any thing, 
but what is of divine revelation ; and that nothing is to 
have place in his creed, but what was taught by Chriſt and 
his apoſtles, and has been believed and taught in all ages by 
the church of God, the congregation of all true belieyers, 
and has been ſo delivered down to him through all ages. 
But now, whether that which has been ſo delivered down to 
him, as the doctrine of Chriſt and his apoſtles, has been by 
word of mouth or writing, is altogether indifferent to him, 
he being ready to follow, in this point, as in all others, the 
command of St. Panl, that is, to ſland faft, and bold the tradi- 
3 4 


tion he has learned, whether by word or by epifile, 2 Thef. ii. 15, 


© ſucceſſive 


1 J Papift miſrepreſented and repreſented. 


and to look upon any one as anathema, that Gall preach other- 
awiſe than as he has (thus) received, Gal. i. 9. So that as he 
undoubtedly holds the whole Bible to be the word of God, 
becauſe in all ages it has been ſo taught, preached, believed 
and delivered ſucceflively by the faithful; although they are 
not, nor have not at any time been able to prove what they 
have thus taught, and delivered with one text of ſcripture; 
in the like manner, he is ready to receive and believe all this - 
ſame e Agog has, r . with the Bible, in all ages 

y, without interruption, taught, preached, believ- 
ed, and delivered as the doctrine of Chriſt and his apoſtles ; 


and aſſents to it with divine faith; juſt as he does to the Bi- 
ble; and efteems any one anathema, that ſhall preach other- 
. wiſe than he has thus received. WO. 


14. Of Councils. 
„Tx Papiſt miſrepreſented believes that the faith of hit 


Church may receive new additions every day; and 


that he is not only obliged to believe what Chriſt and his 
** apoſtles taught, but alſo every definition or decree of any 


general council aſſembled by the Pope. So that as often 


** asany thing is iſſued out by the authority of any of theſe 
% church parliaments, and ordered to be believed; he thinks 


_* himſelf, under pain of damnatien, immediately bound to 


7 receive it; and having added it to his creed, to aſſent to 


it with as firm, ſtedfaſt, and divine a faith, as if it had 


been commanded by Chriſt himſelf, and decreed in the 
66 Conſiſtory of heaven.“ f - 1 | 7 | 


Tx Papift truly repreſented believes, that the faith of 


his church can receive no additions; and that he 1s 
obliged to believe nothing, beſides that which Chriſt and his 


apoſtles taught, and if any thing contrary to this ſhould be 
defined and commanded to be k 


elieved, even by ten thou- 


. fand councils, he believes it damnable in any one to receive 
it, and by ſuch decrees, to make additions to his creed. 
However, he maintains the authority of general councils 
lawfully afſembled ; whoſe buſineſs it is, not to coin new 
articles of faith, or deviſe frefh tenets; but only, as often 


as any point of received doctrine is impugned or called in 
| SO qneſtion 
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veſtion, to debate the matter; and examine what has been 
the belief of all nations, who are there prefent, in their pre- 
lates, in that point; and this being agreed on, to publiſh 
and make known to the world, which is the catholic doc- 
trine, left by Chrift and his apoſtles; and which the new 
broached errors. And by this means to prevent the loſs of 
an infinite number of ſouls, which might otherwiſe be de- 
tuded, and carried away after new inventions. And in this 
caſe he believes that he is obliged to ſubmit, and receive 
the decrees of ſuch a council; the paſtors and prelates there 
preſent being by Chriſt and his apoſtles appointed for the 
decifion of ſuch controverſies. ey having the care of 
that flock committed to them, over which the Holy Gboſt has 
made them overſeers to fred the church of God, As xx. 28. and 
to watch againſt thoſe men who ſhould ariſe from among 
themſelves, ſpeaking perverſe things to draw „ after them, 
ib. v. 33. And he that received command, as likewiſe the 
whole flock of Chriſt, has to obey their prelates, and to be ſub- 
fe to them, who watch, and are to render an account for their 
fouls, Heb, xiii. 17. with an aſſurance, that he that heareth 
m_ , heareth Chrift; and be that deſpiſeth them, deſpiſeib Chriſty 
Axe X. 16. | | 


15. Of Infallibifity in the Church 4 


6 THE Papiſt miſrepreſented believes that the paſtors and 
«« prelates of his church are infallible, and. that like ſo 
* many divine oracles, or petty deities, they are exempt 
* from error, and cannot deceive or be deceived : But this 
«« eſpecially when they are met together in a general coun- 
„ cil. It being a main part of his faith, that then they are 


« ſecure from all miſtakes; and that it is as impoſſible for 


„them, how ignorant, or wicked ſoever, to decline either 
to the right hand or to the left, in any of their definitiong, 
and decrees, as it is for God to become the author of lies, 


HE Papiſt truly repreſented believes, that the paſtors 
and prelates of his church are fallible; that there is . 
none of them but may fall into errors, and hereſies, and con- 
fequently liable to be deceived. - But that the whole church 
can fail, or be deceived in any one point of faith, this he 
believes impoſſible; knowing it to be built on better promiſes; 


her, 


Izbe like aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt he 
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ſuch as ſecure her from all error, and danger of prevarica- 
tion. Her foundation being laid by Chriſt, egainff which 
the gates of hell ſhall not prevail, Matt. xvi. 18. The power 
that protects her being Chriſt himſelf: Behold I am with you 
all days, Matt. xxviii. 20. The ſpirit that guides and teaches 

be the Comforter, the Holy Ghoſt, who ſhall teach 
her all things, and ſuggeſt to her all things that Chriſt has 
ſaid to her, Job xiv. 26. The time that ſhe is to be thus 

protected, taught, and aſſiſted, being not only while the a- 
poſtles lived, or for the firſt three, four, or five hundred years 
next after; but for ever, to the end of the world; Behold I 
am with you all the days, even unto the end of the world, Matt. 
xxviii. 20. He avill give you another Paraclete, that he may 
abide with you for ever, John xiv. 10, 17. the Spirit of 
truth. And the thing, that ſhe is to be thus taught to the 
end of the world being all truth; He Gall guide you into all 
truth, Jobn xvi. 13. Now being aſſured by theſe promiſes, 
that the church of Chritt ſhall be taught all truth by the ſpe- 
cial aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, to the end of the world; 
he has faith to believe, that Chriſt will make his words 
good ; and that his church ſhall never fail, nor be corrupt- 


ed with antichriſtian doctrine, nor be the miſtreſs of errors; 


but ſhall be taught all truth, and ſhall teach all truth, to the 


.conſummation of the world; and that auhoſoewer hears her, 


hears Chris; and whoſoever deſpiſes her, deſpiſeth Chrifi ; and 
eught to be efteemed as a heathen or a publican, Matt. xviii. 17. 
believes to be in 

all general councils, which is the church repreſentative : as 
the parliament is the repreſentative of the nation, by which 
they are eſpecially protected from all error, in all definitions 
and declarations in matters of faith. So that what the a- 
les pronounced concerning the reſult of their council, 
AZs xv. 28. it hath ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, and 
to us; he does not doubt, _ be prefixed to all the deter- 
minations in point of faith, refolved on by any general coun- 
cil, lawfully aſſembled fince that time, or to be held to the 
world's end; the aſſiſtance being to extend as far as the 


promiſe. And though it is poſſible that ſeveral of the pre- 
jates and paſtors in ſuch an aſſembly, as alſo many others 


in communion with the church of Chrit, ſhould at other 


times, either through pride or ignorance, prevaricate, make 


innovations in faith, teach erroneous doctrines, and endea- 
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your to draw numbers after them; yet he is taught, that 
this does not at all argue a fallibility in the church, nor 


rejudice her faith, but only the perſons that thus unhap- 
pily fall into theſe errors, and cut themſelves off from be- 


ing members of the myſtical body of Chriſt upon earth: 
Whilſt the belief of the church remains pure and untainted, 
and experiences the truth of what St. Paul foretold, that 

rievous wolves ſhall enter in among you, not ſparing the flock ? 
Alſo of your own ſelves ſhall men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, 
to draw away diſciples after them, As xx. 29, 30. which, as 
it proved true even in the apoſtles time by the fall of Ni- 


cholas and ſeveral others, ſo it has been verified in all ages 


fince by turbulent and preſuming ſpirits, broaching new 
doctrines, ſeparations and ſchiſms: But this without caſting 
any more aſperfion on the church or congregation of the 
faithful, than the fall of Judas did on the apoſtles, or the 
rebellion of Lucifer on the hierarchy of angels. Neither 
does it reflect at all on the church's authority, or make the 
truth of her doctrine unqueſtionable to him, that many of 


ber members and prelates have been, or are enormous ſin- 


ners; becauſe he is convinced that the promiſes of God's 


continual and uninterrupted aſſiſtance to his church are nok 
to be made void by the wickedneſs of particular men, in 


how great dignities foever _ 


* THE Papiſt miſrepreſented believes the Pope to be his 


great God, and to be far above all angels. That 


\ 6. Chrift 15 no longer head of the church, but that this holy 


father hath taken his place; and that whatſoever he or- 
«« ders, decrees, or commands, is to be received by his 


* flock, with the ſame reſpett, ſubmiſſion and awe, as if 


«« Chrift had ſpoken it by his own mouth. For that his 
* holineſs, having once received the triple erown on his 
head, is now no longer liable to error, but is infallible, 
* and can do nathing ami. 


T HE Papiſt truly repreſented beticres the Pope to be none 


of his God; neither great nor little; that he is not a- 
bove the angels, but only a man. He believes that Chriſt, 


as he is ſupreme maker, governor and Lord of all created 


things, 
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things, ſo alſo of his church, of which he acknowledges him 
to be the founder and head. But as, notwithſtanding this 
lordſhip and headſhip of Chriſt over all things, every father 
- of a family owns himſelf to be maſter of it under Chriſt; 
and every king is confeſſed ſupreme lord and governor of 
his dominions under God; fo alſo, he believes, that there 
is a paſtor, governor and head of Chriſt's church under 
Chrit, to wit, the Pope, or Bithop of Rome, who is the 
ſucceſſor of St. Peter, to whom Chriſt committed the care 
of his flock; and who hath been followed now by a viſible 
ſucceſſion of about two hundred and fifty biſhops acknow- 
ledged as ſuch in all ages by the chriſtian world. And now 
helieving the Pope to enjoy this dignity, he looks upon him- 
ſelf obliged to ſhew him that reſpect, ſubmiſſion and obedi- 
Ence, which is due to his place, a thing no body can in rea- 
ſon. or conſcience deny to any one in rule, or that has any 
ſuperiority. Neither does he make any doubt, but God 
aſſiſts thoſe who have this high charge with a: particular 
helping grace with reſpec to their office and function, for 
the benefit of the whole flock; though he is not obliged to 
zelieve them infallible, this being a point never defined by 


the church, much leſs impeccable. 
17+ Of ' Diſpen/ationt, 


* ITE Fapiſt miſrepreſented believes, that the Pope har 
of authority to diſpenſe with the laws of God ; and ab- 
« ſolve any one from the obligation of keeping the com- 
% mandments. So that, if he has but his holy father's leave, 
% he may confidently diſſemble, lie, and forſwear himſelf 
« in all whatſoever he pleaſes, and never be in danger of 
* being called to an account at the laſt day; eſpecially if 
* his lying and forſwearing was for the common good of 
** the church: there being then a ſure reward prepared for 
s him in heaven, as a recompence for his geod intentions 
and heroic atchievements. And if at any time he chance 
« to be catched in the management of any of theſe public 
« church concerns, and being obnoxious to penal laws 
© ſhould have ſentence of death paſſed on him; he has li- 
«« berty at his laſt hour, on the ſcaffold or ladder, to make a 
«« public deteſtation of all ſuch crimes; to make proteſtation 
« of his innocence ; to call God to witneſs, that he dies 

| ms unjuſtly ; 


* 
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& unjuſtly ; and that as he is immediately to appear before 


the ſupreme Judge, he knows no more of any ſuch de- 
<« ſigns, and is as clear from the guilt of them as the child 
© unborn. And this though the evidence againft him be 
6 as clear as noon day, though the jury be never fo impar- 
*« tial, and the judge never ſo conſeientious. For that he 
© having taken the ſacrament and oath of ſecreſy, and re- 
*© ceived abſolution, or a diſpenſation from the Pope, may 
6 then lie, ſwear, forſwear, and proteſt all that he pleaſes 
« without ſcruple, with a good conſcience, Chriſtian like, 
% holy and canonically.“ 8 | . 


THE Papift truly repreſented believes, that the Pope has 


no authority to difpenſe with the laws of God ; and that 
there is no power upon earth can abſolve any one from the 
obligatien of keeping the commandments ; or give leave to 
lie or forſwear; or make, that the breaking of any the leaſt 
divine N ſhall not be accountable for at the day of 
judgment. He is taught by his church in all books ef direc- 
tions, in all catechiſms, in all ſermons, that every lie is a 
fin; that to call God to witneſs to an untruth is damnable*? 
that it ought not to be done to ſave the whole world; that 
whoſoever does it, either for his own perſonal account, or 
for the intereſt of church or pope, or whatſoever elſe, muſt 


of neceflity anſwer for it at the laſt day, and expect his por- 


tion with the devil and his angels, if unrepented of: and that 
no one can give leave for lying, perjury, or committing any 
ſin; or even pretend to it, unleſs it be the devil himſelf, or 
ſome deviliſh miniſters of his, ſuch as he deteſts in his heart, 
and utterly abominates. And in conſequence to this he he- 
lieves, that whoſoever at the hour of his death denies any 
crime, of which he is guilty, and ſwears himſelf to be inno- 
cent, when he is not ſo, can have no hope of mercy; but de- 
parting out of this world an enemy to God, and the truth, 
and with a lie in his mouth, can expect no reward but from 


the father of lies. And this, whatſoever his crime was, whe⸗- 


ther incurred by an undertaking for mother-church, or no; 
and whatſoever his pretences for the denial of the truth were, 
whether abſolutions, diſpenſations, the ſacrament, or oath 
of ſecreſy, or whatſoever elſe, nothing of theſe being capa- 
ble of excuſing him in lies or perjury, or making them to be 
innocent, 2 diſpleaſing to God. Nor indeed did he 
: = ; ever 


* 
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ever hear of theſe ſo much talked on diſpenſations, and ah. 
ſolutions, from any prieſts in his church, either in ſermont 
or confeſſions; he never read of them in kis books and cate. 
chiſms; he never ſaw the practice of them in any of his com- 
munion; it having been their cuſtom, ever fince oaths were 
firſt deviſed againſt them, rather to ſuffer the loſs of their 
goods, banjſhments, impriſonments, torments, and death 
tſelf, than forſwear themſelves, or proteſt the leaſt untruth, 
And it is not out of the memory of man, that ſeveral might 
haye ſaved their eſtates, and lives too, would they have ſub. 
ſcribed, and owned but one lie, and yet refuſed it; chuſing 
rather to dic infamouſly, than prejudice their conſcience 
with an untruth. So that it ſeems a great myſtery to.him, that 
thoſe of his profeſſion ſhould have leave and diſpenſation ta 
lie and forſwear themſelves at pleaſure, and yet that they 


ſhould need nothing elſe but lying and perjury for the quiet 


enjoyment of their eſtates, for the ſaving their lives, for the 
obtaining places of higheſt command, and dignity ; ſuch as 


would be extraordinarily advantageous for their cauſe, and 


the intereſt of their church, And yet that they ſhould ge- 


nerally chuſe rather to forego all theſe ſo conſiderable con- 


veniencies, than ence lie or forſwear themſelves. And is it 
not another great myſtery, that theſe diſpenſations for lying 
and ſwearing ſhould be according to the received doctrine 
of his church; and yet that he, or any of his communion, 

were never inſtructed nor informed of any ſuch diabolical 
point ? nay, had never come to the knowledge of it, had it 
not been for the information received from ſome zealous 
adverſaries, ſuch as relate either merel upon truſt, or elſe 
ſuch as have received a diſpenſation of lying from the de- 


vil, that they might charge the like doctrine on the church 


of Rome and the Pope. : 
| 18, Of the depeſing Poauer. 3 

% THE Papiſt miſrepreſented believes, that the Pope has 
« . authority to diſpenſe with his allegiance to his 
% prince; and that he needs no longer be a loyal ſubject, 
% and maintain the rights, privileges and authority . his 
4% king, than the Pope will give him leave. And that if 
.5* this mighty father ſhould think fit to thunder out an ex- 
% communication againſt him, then he ſhall be deemed the 
£* beſt ſubject, and moſt Chriſtian, that ſhall take up arms 


again 
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« againſt him, and make him a ſacrifice to Rome : ſo that 


e there can be no greater danger to a king, than to have 
“ popiſh ſubjects, he holding his life amongſt them only at 


„ the Pope's pleaſure,” 


T is no part of the faith of the Papiſt truly repreſented 
I to believe, that the Pope has authority to diſpenſe witk 
his allegiance to his ſovereign, or that he can depoſe princes 
upon any account whatſoever ; or give leave to their ſub- 
jects to take up arms againſt them, and endeavour their ruin. 
He knows that the depoſing power has been maintained by 
ſome divines of his church, and that it is in their opinion an- 
nexed to the papal chair. He knows likewiſe that ſome 
Popes have endeavoured to act according to this power, but 
he alſo knows that this doctrine is ſo far from being looked 
upon as an article of the, catholic faith, that it is as earneſt. 
ly oppoſed by the French Papiſts, as it is by Engliſh Proteſt:- 
ants, And as for any danger ariſing to kings from having 


popiſh ſubjects, it is very well known that 1 in popiſn 


countries ſit as ſafe on their thrones, and enjoy as much 
peace and ſerenity, as any other princes whatſoever; and 
that the papiſts here in England can give as good proofs of 
their loyalty, and that to proteſtant kings, as the beſt of thoſe 
that clamour ſo loud againſt them. . | 


19. Of Communion in one Kind. © 


« THE Papiſt miſrepreſented believes, that he is no 
wh longer obliged to obey Chriſt's commands, than his 
** church will give him leave; and that therefore, though 
* Chriſt inftituted the ſacrament under both kinds, and 
** commanded it to be received ſo by all; yet he thinks it 
not neceſſary for any to do ſo now but prieſts ; becauſe 
„his church, forſooth, hach forbidden the cup to the laity, 
and put a ſtop to the precept of Chriſt, Driz# ze all of this. 
e ME | fe 


HE Papilt truly repreſented believes, that he 1s obliged to 
obey all the commands of Chriſt: and that neither his 
church, nor any other power upon earth, can limit, alter, 
or annul any precept of divine inſtitution, contrary to the 
intention of the law-giver. Neither is the denial of cu 


to the laity a practics any vr oppolite to this his belie A : 
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he being taught, that though Chrift inftitated the bleſſed ſa- 
crament under both kinds, and ſo delivered it to his apoſ- 
tles, who only were then preſent, and whom he then made 


e yet he gave no command that it ſhould be received 


by all the faithful: but left this indifferent, as it is evident 


from his own words, where he attributes the obtaining life 
everlaſting, which is the end of the inſtitution, no leſs to the 
receiving in one kind, than to the receiving under both 

kinds; as when he ſays, I any man eat of this ee he Hall 


live for euer. He that eats me, even be ſhall live by me. lle 


that eats of this bread ſhall live for ever, Fohn vi. 51, 57, 58, 
And a curious reader may find as many texts for thus re- 
ceiving under one kind, as for the other. And St. Augufſ. 
tine was of opinion, that Chriſt himſelf adminiſtered the ſa- 
crament to ſome of his diſciples under one kind only, wiz. 


to thoſe two going to Emmaus, Lyke xxiv. 30. And that 


the apoſtles afterwards did often practiſe the like, when they 
aſſembled to Great bread, As ii. &c. which place he and 
other fathers explain of the ſacrament, Aug. L. Conf. Evang. 
c. 49. And that it was the cuſtom of the primitive Chriſti- 
ans to give it under one kind to children, to the ſick, and to 
the faithful in time of perſecution ; and that men on a jour- 
ney uſed to carry it with them, is atteſted both by ancient 
writers and modern hiſtorians. Nay, he finds that it was 
the practice of the church to communicate under one kind 


only, or elſe under both, as every one thought good, for the 


firſt four hundred years after Chriſt : and that the firſt = 
cept of receiving under both kinds was given to the faithful 
by Pope Leo I. in the year 443, and confirmed by Pope Ge- 
Jatius in 490, not for the correcting any abuſe that had crept 
into the church, but for the diſcovering the Manichees, who 
being of opinion that Chriſt had no true blood, and that 
wine was the gall of the devil, uſed to lurk among the Chriſ- 
tians, and receiving under the form of bread only, as the 


reſt did, remained undiftinguiſhed, till by this obligation of 


all receiving the cup, which they judged unlawful and abo- 
minable, they were detected. And now, if a thing, till that 


time indifferent, was for theſe motives determined by an 


. eccleſiaſtical precept, and ſo obſerved for ſome hundred years, 
without ſcruple or queſtioning the authority, why ſhould he 
doubt to ſubmit to the ſame authority, when, upon different 
matives and circumſtances, they iflueforth another precept? 


Few doubt of this in the matter of cating ſtrangled meat 


and 
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and blood; which, though forbid by the apoſtles, Ay xv. 
and ſo at that time unlawful, is now, and upon other cir- 
cumſtances become a thing indifferent, and like other things. 
And why then ſhould he ſcruple in this, eſpecially ſince 
there is no injury done, nor he defrauded of any thing ? 
For believing the real preſerice of Chriſt in the ſacrzmenr, 
he conſequently believes whole and living Jeſus to be en- 
tirely contained under either ſpectes: and that receiving 
one kind, he is truly partaker of the whole facrament, and 


rot deprived of either the body or blood of Chriſt, 


20. Of the Maſs. 

a THE Papiſt miſrepreſented believes an inſufficiency in 
8 the ſacrifice made by Chriſt upon the croſs; and 
* that his death will little avail us in order to our redemp- 
© tion, unleſs we, by daily 5 him to his Father, 
te perfect what he began: and therefore, little taking no- 
* tice of St. Paul's words to the Hebrews, cap. x. 14. 
* where he ſays, that Chrift our High Pri by one oblation 
& hath perfecked for ever them that are ſanttified, he thinks 
* he ſhall never be ſanctified, but by the offering made 
2 by mY Maſs-Prieſts upon their altars, when they ſay 
« Maſs.” | | | 


THE Papiſt trul repreſented believes, that the ſacrifice 


made by Chriſt upon the croſs was altogether ſufficient : 


That by it he ſaved and redeemed us, payin the debt of ſing 


and ſatisfying the infinite juſtice of his Father: That by it 
he procured for us all means for our ſalvation; all graces 
in order for faith and good works, all the ſacraments, and 
which of all things is moſt honourable to God, the offering 
of a ſacrifice. But as Chriſt's worſhipping of God, Chriſt's 
faſting, Chriſt's praying and ſuffering for us, does not hin- 
der or evacuate our worſhipping of God, our faſting, our 
ſuffering, our praying for ourſelves; ſo neither did 515 fa- 
crifice hinder or evacuate all ſacrifices for ever. And as he 
inſtituted faſting, praying, and ſuffering for his followers, 
that by ſo doing, they might apply what he did to them- 
ſelves; ſo alſo he inſtituted a facrifice, that by it they might 
apply the merits of his ſacrifice, and make it beneficial to 
their ſouls. So that though he firmly believes that Chriſt 
offered ſacrifice for our redemption, and by one only offer- 
ing, ſpoken of by St. Paul, 9 by way of * 


— we 
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the fanRification of all thoſe that are ſanRified; yet he alſo 
believes, that to receive the benefit of this offe ring, we muſt 
alſo do cur parts, by our good works concurring with Chriſt, 
and in ſome manner purifying our ownſelves, 1 Fehr iii. z. 
and therefore not omit the beſt of all works, which is ſacri- 
fice: which our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt inſtituted at his laſt 
ſupper, when leaving unto us his body and blood under two 
diſtinct ſpecies of bread and wine, he bequeathed as a lega- 
cy to his apoſtles, not only a ſacrament, but alſo a ſacrifice; 
a commemorative ſacrifice, lively repreſenting in an un- 
bloody manner the bloody ſacrifice which was offered for 
vs upon the croſs; and by a diſtinction of the ſymbols, 
diſtinctly ſhewing forth his (Chriſt's) death until he come, 
This he gave in charge to his apoſtles, as to the firſt and 
chief prieſts of the New Teſtament, and to their ſucceflors 
to offer; commanding them to do the ſame thing he had 
there done at his lat ſupper, in commemoration of him, 
And this is the oblation, or ſacrifice of the Maſs, which has 
been obſerved, performed, frequented by the faithful in all 
ages, atteſted by the general conſent of all antiquity, uni- 
verſal tradition, and the practice of the whole church; men- 
tioned and allowed of by all the fathers Greek and Latin, 
and never called into a but of late years ; being that 


pure offering which the prophet Malachy foretold ſhould be 


effered among the Gentiles in every place, Mel. i. 11. as this 
text was ever underſtood by the ancient fathers, 8 


21. Of Purgatory, _. Eva 


* : ; 
= T "HE Papiſt miſrepreſented believes, contrary to all 


reaſon, to the word of God, and to all antiquity, 
* that, beſides heaven and hell, there is a third place, which 
« his church is pleaſed to call hl ge 1 ome intended 
purely for thoſe of his communion, where they may eaſily 
« have admittance aſter this life, without danger of fallin 
* into hell; for that though hell was deſigned firſt, for the 
* puniſhment of finners; yet; that now, fince the bleſſed 
oF Aiſaweory of purgatory, hell may eaſily be ſkipped over; 
* and an eternal damnation avoided, for an exchange 
„ ſome ſhort penalty undergone in this Pope's priſon.” 


"PHE papiſt truly repreſented believes it damnable to ad- 
mit of any thing for faith that 1s contrary to- _ 


the word of God, and all antiquity : but that the being 0 
2 third place, called purgatory, is ſo far from being — 
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trary to all, or any of theſe, that it is atteſted, confirmed, 
and eſtabliſned by them all. It is expreſsly taught in the 
ſecond of the Machabees, c. xii. where money was ſent ta 
Jeruſalem for ſacrifice to be offered for the ſlain, and it is 
recommended as holy and wholeſome to pray for the dead, 
that they may be looſed from their ſins. ow theſe two 
books of Machabees were certainly held in great venera- 
tion by all antiquity ; and as St, Auguſtine informs us, 
L. xviti: de civ. Dei, were then accounted canonical by the 
church. The being alſo of a third place is plainly intimat- 
ed by our Saviour, Matt. xii. 12. where he ſays, auge r 

ſpeaks againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be forgiven him, net 
ther in this avorld, neither in the world to come. By which words 
Chriſt evidently ſuppoſes, that though theſe ſhall not, yet 
ſome fins are forgiven in the world to come: which ſince 16. 
cannot be in heaven, where no fin can enter; nor in hell, 
where there is no remiſſion; it muſt neceſſarily be in ſome 
middle ſtate: and in this ſenſe it was underſtood by St. Au- 
uſtine above 1300 years ago. Civ. Dei, l. 21. c. 13, & 

24. & lib, 6. cont. Julian. c. 15. So alſo by St. Gregory 
the Great, L. 4. Dial. c. 39. fn the ſame manner does St.. 
r e, ee ee e St. "_ ; I o_ = 15. 
e himſelf ſhall be ſaved; yet ſo as re. Where he thinks: 
him to 12 ak of 3 fire, 45 « in P/al; 37. So the 
ſame father underſtands that priſon of which St. Peter ſpeaks,. 
1 Pet. iii. 19. to be ſome place of temporal chaſtiſement, 
Aug. Ep. 99. And if this great doctor of the church, in: 
thoſe purer times, found ſo often in the bible a place of 
pains after this life, from whence there was releaſe, how can: 
any one ſay, without preſumption, that the being of a third: 
place is contrary to the word of God? Neither can the an- 
tiquity of this doctrine be more juſtly called in queſtion, of. 
which is found ſo early mention not only by this holy fa- 
ther, but by divers others his predeceſſors, who came not: 
long after the apoſtles, and were the beft witneſſes of their 
doctrine, See 4d SS. Perpet. & Felicit. mentioned and 
approved by St. Auguſtine, J. 1. de Anima & eiu Orig. 
c. 10. I. 3. c. 9. & J. 4. c. 18. Tertullian, l. de cor. mils. 
c. 3. & J. de Monogamia. S. Cyprian. Ep. 66. ad Cler. 
Arnobins J. 4. coutra gen. &c. &c. &. And as for the rea- 
ſonableneſs of this tenet, his reaſon convinces him, 1. That 
every fin, how flight ſoever, oy no more than an idle- 
word, as it is an offence to God, deſerves puniſhment frome 
C3 kim 
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him, and will be puniſhed by him hereafter, if not cancel 
led by repentance here. 2. That ſuch ſmall fins do not de- 
ſerve eternal puniſhment. 3. That few depart this life ſo 
pure as to be totally exempt from ſpots of this nature, and 
from every kind of debt due to God's juſtice. 4. Therefore 
that few will eſcape without ſuffering ſomething from his 
juſtice for ſuch debts which they have carried with them 
aut of this world; according to that rule of divine juſtice, 
by which he treats every ſoul hereafter according to their 
works, and according to the ſtate in which he finds them in 
death. Thus his reaſon convinces him that there muft be 
ſome third place, for, ſince the infinite goodneſs of God 
can admit nothing into heaven which is not clean, and pure 
from all fin both great and ſmall; and his infinite juſtice 
can permit none to receive the reward of bliſs, who as yet 
are not out debt, but have ſomething in juſtice to ſuffer; 
there muſt of neceſſity be ſome place or ſtate, where ſouls 
departing this life, pardoned as to the eternal guilt or pain, 
yet obnoxious to ſome temporal penalty, or with the guilt 
of ſome venial faults, are e g purified before their 
admittance into heaven. And this is what he is taught 
concerning purgatory : which, though he knows not where 
it is, of what nature the pains are, or how long each ſoul is 
detained there; yet he believes, that thuſe, that are in this 
place, being the living members of Jeſus Chrift, are reliev- 
ed by the prayers of their fellow-members here on earth, 
as alſo by alms and maſſes offered up to God for their ſouls. 
And as for ſuch as have no relations or friends to pray for 
them, or give-alms, or procure maſſes for their relief, they 
are not neglected by the church, which makesa general com- 
memoration of all the faithful departed in every maſs, and 
in every one of the canonical hours of the divine office, 


| 22. Of praying in an unknown Tongue. 

THE Papiſt miſrepreſented is eounſelled by his church 
% * to bepreſent at ſermons, but never permitted to hear 
* any he is able to underſtand, they being all delivered in 
*. an unknown tongue. He is-taught to pray, but it muſt 
„ be in Latin. He is commanded to afliſt at the church 
* ſervice and to hear maſs, but it muſt be without under- 
, ſtanding a word; it being all performed in a language 
„ of which he is altogether ignorant. And thus he is mi- 
. ſerably deprived of all the comfortable benefits of chriſ- 
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e tianity; hearing, but without underſtanding; praying, 


« but without reaping fruit; affifting at public aſſemblies, 
« but like a ſtock or ſtone, without feeling, or any the leaſt. 
« ſenſe of devotion.” . 5 . 
E Papiſt truly repreſented is counſelled hy his church 
to be preſent at ſermons, ſuch as ke is able to underſtand, 
they being always delivered in the vulgar language of every 
country : in France, French; in Spam, Spaniſh; in Italy, 
Ttalian; in England, if 1 N liſn: they being pure- 
1 for the good inſtruction of the congregation pre- 

nt. He is taught to pray, and always provided with ſuch 
books of devotion as he is capable of underſtanding, every 
nation being welt furniſhed with fuch helps extant in the 
language proper to the country. He is commanded to aſſiſt 
at the church ſervice, and to hear maſs; and in this he is 
inſtructed, not ſo much to underſtand the words, as to know 
what is done. Fof the maſs being a facrifice, wherein is 
daily commemorated the death and paſſion of Chriſt, by an 
oblation, made by the prieſt, of the body and blood of the 
immaculate Lamb under the ſymbols of bread and wine, 
according to his own inſtitution ; it is not ſo much the bu- 
fineſs of the congregation preſent, to employ their ears in 
attending to the words, as their hearts, in contemplation of 
the divine myſteries, by raiſing up fervent affections of love, 


thankſgiving, ſorrow for ſins, reſolutions of amendment, &c.. 


That thus having their heart and intention united with the 
prieſt's, they may be partakers of his prayers, and the ſacri- 
tice he is then offering; than which he believes nothing is 


more acceptable to God, or beneficial to true believers, 


And for the raifing of theſe affections in his ſoul, and filling 
his heart with love and devotion, he thinks, in this caſe, 
there is little need of words; a true faith, without theſe, is all 
ſufficient. Who could but have burſt forth into tears of love 


and thankſgiving, if he had been preſent while our Saviour 


was tied to the pillar, ſcourged and tormented, though he 
ned not his mouth to the by-ſtanders, nor ſpoke a word? 
ho would have needed a ſermon to have been filled with 
grief and compaſſion, if he had ſeen his Saviour expoſed to 
the ſcorn of the Jews, when he was made a bloody ſpectacle 
by Pilate; with Ecce homo, Lo the man]. Who could have ftood 
cold and ſenſeleſs, upon mount Calvary under the croſs, 
when hie Redeemer was hanging on it, though he had nog 
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heard or underſtood a word that he ſpoke? Does any one 
think, that thoſe holy women, who followed their Lord, in 
theſe ſad paſſages, and were witneſſes of his ſufferings, want. 
ed hol ctions in their ſouls, becauſe he ſpoke not; or 
were they ſcandalized at his ſilence? Was not their faith in 
him that ſuffered, by which they believed him to be Chriſt je. 
ſus, true God and man, laying down his life for the redemp- 
tion of man, ſufficient to excite in their ſouls all the paſſions 
due from a finful creature to his 2 Redeemer, to his 
erucifſied Jeſus? The like faith alſo 1s ſufficient to fill him 
with devotion, when he 1s preſent at the holy ſacrifice of 
the Maſs: for believing that Chriſt is there really preſent 


-before him, under the ſpecies of bread and wine, and that he 


that lies upon the altar is the Lamb of God that takes away 
the fins of the world, what need of more to quicken in his 


foul all the affections of a devout lover? Can he behold his 


Redeemer before him, and not break forth into love and 
thankſgiving ? Can he ſee him, that gives ſight to the blind, 
health to the fick, and life to the dead, and yet ſtand ftill 
ſenſeleſs and unmoved, without 7 5. up any petition to 
him, without aſking any thing for his blind, ſick and ſinful 
ſoul? Can he believe that he that he that gives his life for 


the world, and died for our ſins, is there before him, and 


not be touched with ſorrow and contrition for his offences? 
Can he ſee commemorated every doleful paſſage of his Sa- 
viour's ſufferings, in the ſeveral myſteries of the Maſs, and 
yet not be filled with grief and compaſſion ? Is not Jeſus 


welcome to a devout ſoul, although he come in filence ? Is 


not the preſence of Chriſt a more forcing motive to a chriſ. 
tian, than any human words could be? And if he muſt needs 
have words, let him behold with the eye of faith the gaping 


wounds of his Redeemer, and ſee if thoſe ſpeak nothing to 


his ſoul? If they do not, it is becauſe he wants faith. It 
nothing therefore concerns his devotion that the Maſs is. 


faid in Latin; if the church has ordered it thus, ſo to pre- 
ſerve unity, as in faith, ſo in the external worſhip of God; 
and to prevent alterations and changes which it would be 
expoſed to if in vulgar languages, and for for other good 
reaſons; what is that to him? he ſhould receive but little 
advantage if it were in his mother tongue. For, beſides that 
the greateſt part is ſaid in ſo low a voice, that it is not poſ- 


ſible he ſhould hear it; the words do not belong to him, but. 


evly to the prieſt's office; his obligation is, to ene 
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4 Papift miſrepreſented and repreſentel, 33 
the prieſt in prayer, and ſpirit, to be a joint-offerer with 


him, to goo fl the myſteries there repreſented, and 


to excite in his foul devotions according to the exigency 
of every paſſage ; according to the directions he finds in 
his Engliſh prayer-books, of which there are extant great 
variety, ſet forth for the help of the ignorant; by which 
they are taught the meaning of every part and ceremony 
of the Maſs, and how to apply their devotions accordingly. 
And if at any time he be preſent at other public devotions 
which are performed in Latin; or ſhould ſay any private 
prayers, or ſing a hymn in the ſame language, which he un- 
derftands not; yet is he taught that this might be done with 
great benefit to his ſoul, and the acceptance of God, if at 
theſe occaſions he does but endeavour to raiſe his thoughts 
to heaven, and fix his heart upon his Maker. For that 
God does not reſpect the language of the lips, but of the 
heart; does not attend the motion of the tongue, but of the 
mind; and if theſe be but directed to him in thankſgiving, 
in praiſing or petitioning, in humiliation, in contrition, and 
ſuch like acts, as circumſtances require, he need not doubt 
but that God accepts his prayers and devotions. It being 
an undeniable thing, that, to ſay prayers well and devoutly, 
it is not neceſſary to have attention on the words, or on the 
ſenſe of the prayers; but rather purely on God. Of theſe 
three attentions, this laſt being approved by all, as of great- 
eſt perfection, and moſt pleaſing to God. And this he can 
have, whether he underſtands the words or no: it being 
very uſual and eaſy for a petitioner to accompany his peti- 
tion with an earneſt defire of obtaining his ſuit, though the 
language in which it is worded be unknown to him, | | 
23. Of the Second Commandment. | 
THE Papiſt miſrepreſented is kept in ignorance as to 
ds an eſſential part of his duty towards God, never be- 
ing permitted to know the commandments but by halves. 
For in the books delivered to him for his inlffrucion. 
* fuch as catechiſms and manuals, th= ſecond command- 
ment is wholly left out; and ke by this means is taught 
to fall into all ſorts of ſuperititious worſhip, and down=- 
right idolatry.” | N 


cc 


THE Pa piſt truly repreſented is inſtrücted in his whole 
duty towards God, and mott eſpecially in the ten com- 
| mandiments, _ 
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mandments. He is taught to underſtand them all and eye. 
ry one; that there is an obligation of obſerving them, un- 
dier pain of eternal damnation ; and that whoſoever breaks 
any one of them loſes the favour of God, and as certainly 
-hazards the loſs of his ſoul, as if he broke them all. And 
though in ſome ſhort catechiſins in which the whole chriſ. 
tian doctrine is delivered in the moſt compendious and ea- 
Ty method, in condeſcendence to weal memories, and low 
capacities. the ſecond commandment, as it is reckoned by 
fome, be omitted; yet it is to be ſeen at length in other 
catechiſms, manuals, and doctrinal books, to 3 with 
every where in great plenty. And if any one ſhould chance 
not to ſee any of theſe, yet would he be out of all danger 
of falling into any ſuperſtitious worſhip or idolatry : for 
that having read his firſt commandment, **© Thou ſhalt 
© hayeino other Gods before me, he is taught by this, 
that he is commanded to ſerve, love, adore and worſhip one 
only true, living and eternal God, and no more: that it is 
forbidden him to worſhip any creature fof a God, or to 
give it the honour due to God; and that whoſoever wor- 
| ips uy idols, images, pictures, or any graven thing what- 
ſoe ver the object be, whether in heaven above, in the earth 
beneath, or in the watery under the earth, fer God, breaks 
the commandment, by committing idolatry, and ſtands 
. __ guilty of an inexcuſable and moſt damnable fro. Now hav- 
ing been taught that this is the intent of the firſt precept of 
the decalogue, he thinks there can be but little danger of 
his becoming ſuperſtitious in his worſhip, or an idolater, 
for want of the ſecond; there being nothing in this, but 
what he is fully and expreſsly inſtructed in, by having 
learned the firſt; it being rather an explication of this than 
any new and diſtinct precept :- and for this reaſon he finds 
5 them in his books put together as one, or rather as the firſt 
commandment, with its explication; by which means it 
comes about, that there are only three in the firſt table, 
teaching him his duty towards God; and ſeven in the lat - 
ter, concerning his duty to his neighbour; which is the 
diviſion aſſigned by St. Auguſtine. And though St. Jerome 
obſerves not this method, but divides them into four and 
fix; yet there being no direction in ſcripture eee 
the number of the commandments to be aſſigned to eac 
table, nor to let us know which is the firſt, which is-ſecond, 
which the third commandment, or which the laſt; he is 
1 N e | taught 
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taught that it is but an unneceſſary trouble, to concern 
: himſelf about the number of them, or diviſion, when as his 
f whole buſineſs ought to be the obſervance of them in his | 
life and converſation, 1 RCV 
| | 


| : 24. Of mental Reſervations. 


« THE Papiſt miſrepreſented is taught to keep no faith 
i with any that are reputed heretics by his church; 
« and that whatſoever promiſe he has made, though never 
*« ſo poſitive and firm, with this ſort of people, he may law-' 
*« fully break, and cheat and cozen them without any ſcru- 
« ple; And though he muſt not do this by downright lying, 
1 and telling untruths; for that would be a fin; yet he 
«© may make uſe of any indirect ways, ſuch as diſſimula- 
« tion, equivocations, and mental reſervations, and by 
c theſe means draw them into his ſnares ; and this without 
*« fear of offending God, who is well pleaſed with theſe 
« kind of pious crafts, and allows of theſe holy cheats.“ 


THE Papiſt truly repreſented is taught to keep faith with 
all ſorts of people, of whatſoever judgment or perſua- 
fion they be, whether in communion with his church, or' 
no; he 1s taught to ſtand to his word, and obſerve his pro- 
miſe given or made to any whatſoever; and that he cannot 
cheat or cozen, whether by diſſembling, equivocations, or 
mental reſervations, without defiance of his own conſcience, 
and the violation of God's law. This is the inſtruction he 
receives from the pulpit, the confeſſionary, and his books. 
of direction, and nothing is more inculcated in his church 
than fincerity and truth. Nut as to the doctrine and practice 
of equivocations and mental reſervations, ſo far from be- 
ing approved by his church, he ſinds it expreſsly cenſured 
by Pope Innocent XI. in a decree iſſued forth, March 2, 
1679, prohibiting the teaching or maintaining of it under 
pain of excommunication. He 1s taught therefore to ſpeak 
plainly and ſincerely, without any ſuch like artifices, which 
cannot but be very injurious to all ſociety, and diſpleaſing 
to the firſt truth. And now if any authors in communion 
with his church, be produced as patrons and abettors of 
theſe mental juggles, let them hold up their hands, and an- 
ſwer for themſelves: Their church has «pproved " no ſuch 
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no means to deſpair, for that God is merciful ; an 
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do ctrine, and is no more to be charged with their particular 
opinions, than with the unexemplar lives of other her mem. 


hers, whoſe. irregularities are not at at all derived from their 
religion, but from following their own corrupt inclinations, 
and giving way to the temptations of their enemy. 

25. Of a Death-bed Repentance. 


ec THE Papift miſrepreſented is bred up in a total neglect 
66 "> 


of the ſervice of God, and of all virtue and deyo- 


« tion, while he is well, and in good health, upon pre- 


e ſumption of death-bed repentance, and a confidence that 
# all his {ins will certainly. forgiven, if he can but once 


« ſay, Lord have mercy upon me, at the laſt hour. And 


« it is a ſufficient encouragement to him to rely wholly 


* upon this, to ſee that there is no ſuch profligate villain, 


4 none that has lived, though to _— of wickedneſs 


<< and debauchery, in his communion; but at his death he 


„ ſhall be aſſiſted by a prieſt, and ſhall receive an abſolu- 
« tion from all his fins, with an abſolute promiſe of being 


© ſoon admitted to bliſs, and reigning with Chriſt, if he 


é can but once ſay, he is ſorry ; or if his voice fail him, 


« ſignify as much by a nod of his head, or the motion of 
e finger. = = | 


THE Papiſt truly repreſented is bred up in the ſervice and 
love of God, taught to work his ſalvation in fear and 


© trembling, to provide in health-time againſt the laſt hour, 


and by no means to rely upon a death-bed repentance: for 


that men (generally ſpeaking) as they live, ſo they die; and 


it is to be feared greatly, that thoſe who neglect God Al- 
mighty, and forfake him all their life-time, will neyer find 
him at their death. So that (with St. Auguſtine) he doubts 
the ſalvation of as many as defer their converſion till that 
hour. However, if any are found that have been ſo neglect- 


ful of their duty, as to put off this great buſineſs of eter · 


nity to the laſt momeat, he is taught, that in charity, they 
ought to have all aſſiſtance poſſible, to put them in mind of 


their.condition, to excite them to a hearty deteſtation of all 


their offences; to let them know, that they deſerve hell fire 
in puniſhment of their wickedneſs, yet that they 0 by 
, ho 

. | knows, 
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knows, but if they heartily call upon him, and endeavour 


for a ſincere repentance, with an humble confidence on the 


merits and paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, he may hear their pray- 
ers, ſhew them mercy, and give them time to repent. Theſe 


are all the promiſes can be given in this point; and this is 


what he ſees daily practiſed; and if ſome, by theſe means, 
are preſerved from RON deſpair, it is well: but as 
for any receiving. from hence encouragement of coming 
into the like circumſtances, he thinks there is but little 
danger; eſpecially ſince there is nothing ſo often repeated 
in books, no more common ſubjects for ſermons, than the 


| po g. the manifold perils of delaying one's converſion, 
and | | 


putting off repentance till the laſt hour. 


« THE Papiſt miſrepreſented is contented with the 2 
«« pearance of devotion; and looking not beyond tl 


. 


name of mortification, he fits down well ſatisfied with the 


*© ſhadow, without ever taking care for the ſubſtance, And 
thus N a great ry to faſting and the denial of 
le t 


6“ himſelf, inks he has ſufficiently complied with his 
“duty in this point, and made his claim, if. he has 


but abſtained from fleſh; and though at the ſame time he 
*© regales himſelf at noon, with all variety of the choiceſt 
« fiſh, and ſtuffs himſelf at night with the beſt conſerves, 
* and delicateſt junkets, and drinks all day the pleaſanteſt 


% wines, and other liquours: yet he perſuades himſelf, 


e that he is a truly mortiſied man, and that he has done 
© a work of great force, in order to the ſuppreſſing his cor- 
© rupt inclinations, and ſatisfying for the offences of his 
© life paſt. Nay, he has ſuch a prepoſterous conceit of 
e things, that he believes it a greater ſin to eat the leaft bit 
** of fleſh on a faſting- day, than to be down- right drunk, or 
* to commit any other exceſs; as having leſs ſeruple of 
breaking the commandments of God, than of violating 


* any ordinance of the Pope, or any law of his church. 


HE Papift truly repreſented is taught by bis church, 
that the appearance of devotion, the name of mortifi- 


cation, and pretence to it, are only vain and fruitleſs things, 
if they are not accompanied with the ſubſtance. And that it 


is but a very lame compliance with the eccleſiaſtical precept 
ol taſting, to abſtain from 3 20 unleſs all other exceſſes are 


- 
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at the ſame time carefully avoided. It is true, his chureh 


has not forbidden on theſe days the drinking of wine, but 


permits a moderate uſe of it, as at other times: but is ſo 
ar from giving liberty to any of her flock of committi 
exceſſes, that ſhe declares drunkenneſs and all gluttony what. 


ſoever, to be more heinous and ſcandalous fins on ſuch 


days, than any other: they being expreſsly contrary, not 
only to the law of God, but alſo to the intention of the 
church, which appoints theſe times for the retrenching de- 
baucheries and conquering our vicious appetites. And 
now if any of his profeſſion makes leſs ſcruple of being drunk 
on a faſting day, than of eating the leaſt bit of fleſh, he 
knows nothing more can be ſaid of them, than of many of 
another communion, who will not break the ſabbath day 


by doing any ſervile work on it, for all the world, looking 


{ 


on this as a moſt damning fin; and yet the ſame time, have 
butlittle ſcruple of ſwearing, curſing, lying, or revelling the 
greateſt part of the day, Which 1s not, becauſe they hare 
more liberty for theſe, than the former, they being all moſt 
wicked offences: but becauſe they that do thus, are but 
Chriſtians by halves, who with a kind of phariſaical and 


partial obedience, ſeem to bear ſome of the commandments 


moſt zealouſly in their hearts, while they trample others un- 
der their feet; ſcrupling many times at a mote, and on other 
occaſions paſſing by a beam undiſcerned ; for which their 


church is not to be accountable, but they themſelves, as 


being guilty of a wilful blindneſs, and a moft unchriſtian 
negligence. This is the real caſe of ſuch of his communion, 
who, on days of humiliation, while they abſtain from fleſh, 
yet give ſcandal by their intemperateneſs. They have a 
command of God, by which they are obliged on all days 
to live ſoberly, and to avoid all gluttony and drunkenneſs; 
and on faſting-days, beſides this command of God, they 
have a church-precept, by which they are bound, if 
able, to eat but one meal in a day, and that not of fleſh, 
And now if ſome are ignorant and careleſs, as to be ſeru- 
pulouſly obſervant of one of thefe commands, and wholly 
negligent of the other; it is not becauſe their religion 
teaches them to do ſo, (which deteſts and condemns all ſuch 


ſcandalous 22 and complying with their duty by 


18 


auſe they ſhut their eats to all good inſtruc- 


tion, and chuſe rather to follow their own corrupt appe- 
tites, than the wholeſome doctrine of their church. 07 
1 1 27. C 
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27. Of Divifions and Schiſms in the Church, 
„HE Papiſt miſrepreſented is of a religion, in which 
66 there are as many ſchiſms as families: and they are 
% ſo divided in their opinions, that commonly as many as 
meet in company, ſo many ſeveral tenets are maintained. 
„Hence ariſe their infinite and endleſs diſputes; and the 
„ diſagreement of their divines, who pretend to give a true 
„and ſolid explication of the myſteries of the chriſtian 
« faith, and yet differ in as many points as they write of. 
e Beſides, what variety of judgments is there in their religi- 
*« ous houſes and cloiſters, no one agreeing with another; in 
„their foundation, inſtitution, and profeſſion: this being 
© of the religion of St. Dominick, that of St. Francis, a 
„ third of St. Bernard, others of St. Benedict; and ſo with- 
© out number; ſo that as many orders as many religions. 
« And yet they pretend to chriſtian unity, amidf this di- 
« verſity growing upon them every day.” 


1 Papiſt truly repreſented is of a religion, in which 
there are no ſchiſms or ſeparations; all the members 
of it, however ſpread through the world, agreeing like one 
man, in every article of their faith, by an equal ſubmiſſion 
to the determination of their church. And no one of them, 
though moſt learned and wiſe, ever following any other 
rule in their faith beſides this, of aſſenting to all, that the 

church of God, planted by Chriſt, aſſiſted and protected by 


the Holy Ghoſt, propoſes to the faithful to be believed as the 


doctrine of the apoſtles, and received as ſuch in all ages. 
That is, all unanimouſly believe as the church of God be- 
lie ves. No one of his communion ever doubting of this, or 
ſerupling to receive any thing after his church's declaration. 
And now, though they all thus conſpire in every point of 
faith; yet there is great diverſity among ſchool - men in their 
divinity-points and opinions of ſuch matters, as are no 
articles of faith, and. which being never defined by their 
church, may be maintained ſeverally, either this or that 
way, without any breach of faith, or injury to their reli- 
10n: and of theſe things only they diſpute, and have their 
ebates in manner of a ſchool-exercife, without any dif- 
agreement at all in their belief, but with a unity. 
e like unity is there amongſt their religious orders, all 
which ſay the ſame erced, * the ſame authority in the 
2 


* 


- 
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chureh of Chriſt; and in every thing profeſs the ſame faith; 
and have no other differences, than as it were of ſo many 
ſeveral ſteps, or degrees in the practice of a devout and 
holy life. Some being of a more ſevere and ſtrict diſcipline, 
others of a more gentle and moderate. Some ſpending 
more time in praying, others more in watching, others 


more in faſting ; ſome being intended for the catechiſing, 


and breeding up of youth; others for taking care of hoſpi. 


tals, and looking after the fick ; others for going among 
infidels, and preaching to them the goſpel of Chritt, and for 
ſuch like pious and chriſtian defigns, to the greater glory 


and honour of God. Which differences make no other dif. 


ference in the ſeveral profeſſions, than there was between 
Mary and Martha, who expreſſed their love and ſervice to 
their Lord, in a very different employ; but both com- 
mendably, and without any danger of prejudicing the 
unity of their faith. | | 9 

_ PW, 

IT Papiſt miſrepreſented is taught to have a high ef. 
«« © teem for all thoſe of his communion, who cloiſter- 


cs ing themſelves u * become Friars and Nuns J a ſort of 
% people who call themſelves religious, and are nothing but 


«« a religious cheat; under the cloak of piety, and pretence 


4 to devotion, deceiving the world; and living to the 


height of wickedneſs, under the notion of ſaints.” 
PHE papiſt truly repreſented, is taught to have a high 


> efteem for thoſe of his communion, who undertake that 


ſort of life, which, according to Chriſt's own direction, and 


his apoſtles, is pointed out as the beſt. A ſort of people who 
endeavour to perform all that God has commanded, and 


alſo what he has counſelled as the better, and in order to 


more perfection. They hear Chrift declaring the danger of 
riches; they therefore embrace a voluntary poverty, and lay 
aſide all titles to wealth and poſſeſſions. St. Paul preaches, 
that he that giveth not his virgin in marriage, doth better 


than he that does; and that ſhe that is unmarried, cares for 


the things of the Lord, how ſhe may be holy both in body 
and in ſpirit; they therefore chuſe a ſingle ſtate, conſecrat · 


ö ing their 3 to God; that ſo they be wholly intent 


on his ſervice, and be careful bow to pleaſe him; white ſhe 


that is married cares for the things of the world, how T 
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poſpel proclaims, that thoſe that will follow 
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ay pleaſe her huſband, 1 Cer. vii. 32, 33, 34, 38. The 
ae Lais, Gf. mutt 

y themſelves: they therefore renounce their own wills, 
and without reſpect to their own proper inclinations, paſs 
their life in-a perpetual obedience. And becauſe the world 
is corrupt, ſo that to a pious ſoul every bufineſs is a-diſtrac> 
tion, every diverſion a temptation, and more frequently 

rovocations to. evil, than examples to good; they there- 
ore retire from it as much as poſſible, and confining them- 
ſelves to a little eorner or cell, apply themſelves wholly to 
devotion, making prayer their buſineſs, the ſervice of God 
their whole employ, and the ſalvation of their fouls their 
only deſign. And now, if in theſe retirements, where every 
thing is ordered as it may be. moſt advantageous for the 
promoting of virtue and devotion, and nothing permitted 


that is likely to protze a diſturbance to godlineſs, or allure- 


ment to evil, yet ſome, for, God be praiſed, it is far from 
being the caſe of the generality, live ſcandalouſly, and give 
ill example to the world: what can be faid, but that no 
{tate can ſecure any man; and that no ſuch proviſion can 
be made in order to a holy life, but it may be abuſed ? But 
yet he does not think that ſuck abuſes, and the viciouſnefs 
of ſome can be argument enough to any juſt and reaſonable 
man, to condemn the whole, and the inſtitution itfelf. Is 
not marriage abufed an infinite number of ways, and _ 
forced to embrace this ſtate, or at leaſt to accept of ſuc 
1 perſons contrary to their own choice and liking ? 
s there any ſtate in this world, any condition, trade, call- 
ing, profeſſion, degree. or dignity whatſoever, which is not 
abuſed by ſome? Are churches exempt from abuſes ? 
Are not bibles and the word of God abuſed? Is not chri- 
ſanity itſelſ abuſed, and even the mercy of God abuſed ? 
therefore there is nothing ſo ſacred and divine in the 
whole world, which wicked and malicious men do not per- 
vert to their ill deſigns, to the bigh diſhonour of God, and 
their own damnation: how can any one, upon the mere 
eonſideration of ſame abuſes, paſs ſentence of condemna- 
don againſt a thing, which otherwiſe is good and holy? It 
is an undeniable truth, that to embrace a life exempt, as 
much as can be, from the turmoils of the world; and in a 
quiet retirement to dedicate one's ſelf to the ſerviee of God, 
and ſpend one's days in prayer and contemplation, is a moſt 
commendable undertaking, * very becoming a — 
Te Tp 3 | 
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And yet if ſome, who enter ſuch a courſe of life as thiz, 

fall ſhore of what they pretend, and inftead of becomin 

eminent in virtue and godlineſs, by their un-exemplar lives, 
ea ſcandal to their profeſſion; is their rule and inſti. 

tution to be condemned; or rather, they who ſwerve from 

at? No, let not the dignity of an apoſtle ſuffer for the fall 

of Judas: nor the commandments lie under an aſperſion 

upon the account of thoſe that break them. 5 


0 29. Of wicked Principles and Practices. 
«« HE Papiſt miſrepreſented is a member of a church 
72 which is called holy, but in her doctrine and practi- 
* ces is ſo foul and abominable, that whoſoever 
her for ſanity, may upon the ſame grounds do homage 
© to vice itſelf. Has ever any ſociety, ſince Chrift's time, 
4 appeared in the world ſo black and deformed with helliſh 
* crimes as ſhe? Has ſhe not outdone even the moſt bar- 
5 barous nations and infidels, with her impieties, and 
#* drawn a ſcandal upon the name of Chriſtian, by her un- 
© parallelled vices? Take but a view of the horrid prac- 
“ tices ſhe has been engaged in; conſider the French and 
“ Iriſh maſſacres, the murder of 1 III. and IV. kings 
of France, the holy league, the Gun- power treaſon, 
*« the cruelty of queen Mary, the firing of London, the 
% death of Sir Edmondbury Godfrey; and an infinite 
* number of other ſuch like deviliſh contrivances; and 
«© then tell me, whether that church which has been the 
author and promoter of ſuch barbarous defigns, ought to 


1% be eſteemed holy, and reſpeRed for piety and religion, 


or rather to be condemned for the miſtreſs of iniquity, 
4 the whore of Babylon, which hath polluted the earth 
% with her wickedneſs, and taught nothing but the doc- 
«« trine of devils? And let never ſo many pretences be 
% made; yet it is evident, that all theſe execrable practices 
have been done according to the known principles of this 
% holy. church, and that her greateft patrons, the moſt 
“ learned of her divines, her moſt eminent biſhops, her 
Bl. Wen" <a 1g and even the themſelves, have 
* the chief managers of !11ſh contrivances. 
And what more convincing argument that they are all 
well proved, and conform to the religion taught by 


1 


es — 
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THE Papiſt truly repreſented is member of a church, 

which, according to the ninth article of the Apoſtles 
Creed, he believes to be holy; and this not only in name, 
but alſo in doctrine; and for witneſs of her ſanctity, he ap- 
peals to her councils, catechiſms, pulpits, and ſpiritual books 
of direction; in which the main deſign is, to imprint in the 
hearts of the faithful, this comprehenſive maxim of chrifti- 
nity; that they ought to love God above all things, with 
their whole heart and foul; and their neiphbour as them- 
ſelves: and that none ſhould flatter themſelves with a con- 
fidence to be ſaved by faith alone, without living ſoberly, 
juſtly, and piouſly ; as it is in the council of Trent, S 6. 
c. 11. So that he doubts not at all, but that as many as live 


according to the direction of his church, and in obſervance 


of her doctrine, live holily in the fervice and fear of God; 
and with an humble confidenee in the merits and paſſion of 
their Redeemer, may hope to be received after this life into 
eternal bliſs. But that all in communion with his church 
do not live thus holily, and in the fear of God, he knows it 
is too evident; there being many in all places, wholly for- 

tful of their duty, giving themſelves up to vice, and 
guilty of moſt horrid crimes. And though he 1s not bound 
to believe all to be true, that is charged upon them by ad- 
verſaries ; there being no narrative of any ſuch deviliſh 
contrivances and — laid to them, wherein paſſion 
and fury have not made great additions; wherein things 
dubious, are not improved, into certainties, ſuſpicions into 
realities, fears and jealouſtes into ſubſtantial plots, and 
downright lies and recorded perjuries into pulpit, nay, 
goſpel truths, Vet he really thinks, that there have been 
men of his profeſſion of every rank and degree, learned and 
unlearned, high and low, ſecular and eccleſiaſtick, that 
have been ſcandalous in their lives, wicked in their deſigns, 
without the fear of God in their hearts, or care of their 
own ſalvation. But what then? Is the whole church to be 
condemned for the vicious lives of ſome of her profeſſors; 
and her doctrine to ſtand guilty of as many villanies as 
thoſe commit, who neglect to follow it? If ſo, let the men 
of that ſociety, judgment, or perſuaſion, who are not in the 


like circumſtances, fling the firſt ſtone. Certainly if this 


way of paſſing ſentence be once allowed as juſt and reaſon- 
able, there never was, nor never will be, any religion or 
8 Church 


| A Papift miſrepreſented and repreſented, 
church of God upon earth. A confident undertaker would 
find no difficulty in proving this, eſpecially if he had but 
the gift of exaggerating ſome things, miſrepreſenting 
others, of finding authors for every idle ſtory, o charging 
the extravagant opinions of every ſingle writer upon the re- 
ligion they profeſs, or raking together all the wickedneſs, 
cruelties, treacheries, plots, conſpiracies, at any time com- 
' mitted, by any ambitious deſperadoes, or wicked villains: 
and then poſitively aſſerting, that what theſe did, was ac- 
cording to the doctrine of that church of which they were 
members; and that the true meaſures of the ſanity and 
dneſs of the church in whoſe communion theſe men were, 
may be juſtly taken from the behaviour of ſuch offenders. 
But certainly no man of reaſon and conſcience can allow of 
ſuch proceedings, No ſober man would ever go to New- 
rate or Tyburn, to know what is the religion profeſſed in 
| ut according to law; nor would look into all the ſinks, 
Jakes, dung-hills, common ſewers about town, from ſuch a 
| proſpect to give a true deſcription of the city. Why there- 
ore ſhould the character of the church of Rome and her 
_ doctrine be taken only from the looſe behaviour and wicked 
_ crimes of ſuch, who, though in communion with her, yet 
live not according to her direction? She teaches holineſs of 
life, mercy to the poor, loyalty and obedience to princes, 


and the neceſſity of keeping the commandments; witneſs the 


many books of devotion -and direction, made Engliſh for 
public benefit, written originally by Papiſts, and. great 
numbers there are, God be praiſed, who practiſe this in 
their lives. And now it there be many alſo who top their 
ears to good inſtruction, and following the ſuggeſtion of 

their own ungoverned appetites, of pride, ambition, cove- 
touſneſs, luxury, &c. ſo lay aſiide all concern of ſalvation, 
and become unchriſtian both to God and their neighbour, 
that they are a ſhame to their profeſſion; why ſhould the 
church be repreſented according to the wickedneſs of thoſe 
that neglect her doctrine; and not rather by the piety and 
exemplary lives of ſuch as follow it? Let the character of 
the church be given according to what ſhe teaches, and 
not according to the writings of every poſitive opiniator, 
or the practices of every wicked liver, and there is no fear 
of its coming out fo ugly and deformed. Neither let any 
one pretend to demenſtrate the faith and principles of the 
Papiſts, by the works of every divine in that communion ; 
9 a or 
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or by the actions of every hiſhop, cardinal, or pope ; which 


are not any rule of their faith. They own that many of their 


writers are too looſe in their opinions, that all biſhops and 


cardinals are not ſo gory as becomes their ſtate; and 
that popes may have their failings too. But what then? 
Theſe actions of popes concern not the faith of thoſe who 


are in communion with them; they may throw a ſcandal 
indeed upon the religion, but they can never alter its 
creed. But what need any other return to the numerous 
clamour made daily againſt the wickedneſs of the Papiſts? 


It is a ſufficient vindication of their chief mmm and popes,” 


to uſe the words of Lord Caſtlemain in his apology, that 


among two hundred and fifty, that have now ſucceſſively 


bore the charge, there are not above ten or twelve, againſt 
whom their moſt malicious adverſaries can find occaſion of 
ſpitting their venom; and that a challenge may be made to 


the world, to ſhew but the fifth part of ſo many ſucceflive 


overnors, ſince the creation, of which there have not been 


ar more that have abuſed their power. And as for their 


flock, and people owning this authority, it is true, many 


% 


wicked things have been done hy ſome of them; and too 


many, like libertines, neglect the care of their fold: but 
however, the generality of them live like chriſtians; few 


come to them, but with their religion they change alſo 


their manners for the better; few deſert them, but ſuch. 


who ſeem to be fallen out with all chriſtianity; and whoſo- 


ever will look into one of our neighbouring popiſh towns, 
as Paris, Antwerp, Gaunt, &c. will find in any ane of them 


more praying, more faſting, more receiving the ſacraments, 
more viſiting of priſoners and the ſick, more alm3-giving,: 


than in any ten towns of the Reformation. 
| 30. Of Miracles, : A 
1 THE Papiſt miſrepreſented is ſo: given up to the be- 


lief of idle ſtories and ridiculous inventions in fa- 


* your of ſaints, which he calls wiracles; nothing can 


be related ſo every way abſurd, fooliſh, and almoſt im- 
** poſſible, but it gains credit with him; and he is eredu- 


* louſly confident of the truth of them?” ſo that there is no 


difference to him, betwixt theſe tales, and what he reads 


a 
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THE Papiſt truly repreſented is not obliged to believe any 

one miracle, beſides what is in the ſcripture; and for 
all others, he may give the credit, which in prudence he 
thinks they deſerve, conſidering the honeſty ot the relator, 
the authority of the witneſſes, and ſuch other circumſtances, 
which on the like occaſions uſe to gain his aſſent. And now, 
if upon the account of mere hiſtory, and the conſent of au- 
thors, none make any doubt, but that there was ſuch a one 


as Cæſar, Alexander, Mahomet, Luther, &c. or of many 


particulars of their lives and actions, why ſhould he doubt 
of the truth of many miracles, which have not only the 
like conſent of authors and hiſtory, but alſo have been at- 
teſted by great number of eye- witneſſes, examined by au- 
thority, and found upon record, with all the formalities due 
to ſuch a proceſs? St. Auguſtine relates many miracles 
done in his time, ſo does St. ferom, and other fathers; and 
if they doubted nothing of them then; why ſhould he que- 
ſion the truth of them now? He finds, that in the time of 


the old law, God favoured many of his ſervants, by work 


ing miracles by their hands; and he thinks that God's hand 


is not ſhortened now; that the diſciples of - Chriſt are no 


leſs favourites of heaven, than thoſe of Moſes; and that the 
new law may be very well allowed to be as glorious, and as 
particularly - privileged as the old: eſpecially ſince Chriſt 
promiſed that they that believed in him ſhould do greater 
miracles than ever he himſelf had done, Sr. Jobn xiv. 12. 
And what if fome miracles, - recounted by authors, are ſo 
wonderfully ſtrange as to ſeem to ſome ridieulous and 


abſurd, are they leſs true upon this account'? Is not every 


thing ridiculous to unbelievers? . The whole doctrine 
of Chriſt is a ſcandal to the Jews, and folly to the Gentiles, 


And what more abſurd to one that wants faith, than the 


miracles recounted in the Old Teſtament? Might not ſuch 


oy 


a one turn them all into ridicule and buffoonery * Take 


but faith away, and what becomes of Balaam and his aſs, 
Samſon and his jaw-bone, Elias and his fiery chariot, 


Eliſha's mantle, ax-head, and dead bones, |Gideon's pitch- 
ers, lamps and trumpets, the fall of the walls of Jerico, 
Moſes his holding up his handy for the victory over his 


enemies, his parting of the Red- ſea, and Joſhua command- 


ing the ſun to ſtand ſtill, &c. Might not theſe, and all 
the reſt be painted out as ridiculous, as any ſuppoſed 


to be done fince Chriſt's time? A little incredulity, ac- 


companied 


* 
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companied with a preſumption of meaſuring God's works 
by human wiſdom, will really make the greateſt part of them 

aſs for follies, and abſurd impoſſibilities. And though he 
is ſo far from ee aged aſſent to the miracles related in 
ſeripture, and the others wrought ſince, that the former he 
believes with a divine faith, and the reft with an inferior 


kind of aſſent, according to the grounds and authority there 
is in favour of them, like as he does in profane hiſtory : yet 


the ſtrangeneſs of theſe never makes him in the leaſt doubt 
of the truth of them, ſince it is evident to him, that all 
the works of heaven far ſurpaſs all his reaſoning, and that 
while he endeavours but to look even intothe very ordinary 
things daily wrought by God Almighty, he quite loſes him- 
bimtelf, and is bound to confeſs his own-1gnorance and 


folly, and that God is wonderful in all his works, a God 


ſurpaſſing all our knowledge. Whatſoever therefore is re- 
lated upon good grounds, as done by the extraordinary 


power of God, he is ready to aſſent to it, although he ſees 
neither the how, the why, nor the wherefore; being ready 


to attribute all to the honour and praiſe of his Maker, 
to whoſe omnipotent hand moſt of poor man's impeſſibles 


| 31. Of Holy Vater. 44 A a 
Whats by Papiſt miſrepreſented highly approves the-ſuper- 


«  Mfitious uſe of many inanimate things, and attributes 
« wonderful effects to ſuch creatures, which are but in a 
very inferior rank, and able to do no ſuch things. Holy 
water is in great eſteem with him, ſo are bleſſed candles, 
holy oil, &c. in all which he puts ſo much confidence; 


that by the power of theſe, he thinks himſelf ſecure * 


from witchcraft, enchantment, and all the power of the 
CEP... ES hy iy 


THE Papitt truly repreſented utterly diſapproves all ſorts 


of ſuperſtition ; and yet is taught to have an eſteem 


for holy water, bleſſed candles, and holy oil, not doubting 
but that as ſuch men, who have conſecrated themſelves to 
the ſervice of God, in the preaching the goſpel and admi- 
nitration of the ſacraments, have a particular reſpect dye 
to them above the laity; as churches dedicated to God are 
otherwiſe to be locked on, than other dwelling houſes: fo 
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48 
own glory, and the ſpiritual and corporal good of 
chriſtians, ought to be reſpetied in a rw n other 
common things. And what ſuperſtition 1s there in the uſe 
of them? Has not God himſelf preſcribed ſach inanimate 
things, and holy men made uſe of them, for an intent 
above their natural power; and this without any ſuperſtition? 
Was there ſuperſtition in the waters of jealouſy, Nun. 
v. 17, or in the falt uſed by Eliſha for ſweetning the in- 
fected waters? Was it ſuperſtition in Chriſt to uſe clay for 
opening the eyes of the blind? or in the apoſtles to make 
.uſe of oil for the curing of the ſick? Mart vi. 13. And 
though there be no expreſs command in ſcripture, for bleſ. 
ſing water, candles, &c. yet there is this aſſurance, that 
every creature is ſanct id by the ward of God and prayer, 
1 Tim. iv. en frequent promiſes that God will hear the 

t 


That theſe creatures on which the bleſſing of God is ſolemely 
— — by the word of God, and the prayers of the prieſt 
and people, for their ſanctiſieation, are really ſanctified, ac- 
_ cording to the aſſurance of the apoſtle, and the pygmiſes of 
God? St. Cyril of Jeruſalem, who lived in the beginnin 
of the fourth century, made no/ queſtion, but that as thoſe 


things, which are offered to idols, though pure in their 


own nature, are made impure by the invocation of devils: 
ſo on the contrary, ſimple water is made holy, and gets a 
ſanctity, by virtue received from the invocation of the 
Holy Ghoſt, of Chriſt our Lord, and his eternal father, Or. 
Catech. And that the bleſſed water was capable, by virtue 
. received from heaven, of working effects above its own na- 
ture, was certainly the ſentiment of the chriſtians in the pri- 
mitive times, St. Epiphanins, Tom. 2. l. 1. cont. her. 30, 
relates a paſſage at length, how water being bleſſed in the 
name of Jeſus, and ſprinked upon fire, which by witchcratt 
was made unactive, and hindered from burning, immedi- 
ately the enchantment ceaſed, and the fire burned. As alſo 
that a poſſeſſed perſon being ſprinkled with bleſſed water, the 

arty was immediately cured, Theodoret has the like narra- 
tion of the devil hindering fire from burning, and how he 


was Chaſed away, and the charm diſſolved by blefled water 


being thrown on it, /ib. 5. Ecele/. Bil. o. 21. And St. Jo- 
rome relates in vit. Hilarion, how Ttalicus took water from 


bleſſed Hilarion, and caft it on his bewitched horſes, his cha- 
| | | | riot, 


| likewiſe other creatures, which are particularly deputed by 
8 and bleſſing of the prieſt to certain uſes for 
God's | 


faithful. Why therefore ſhould he doubt, but 
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riot, and the barriers from which he uſed to run, and that 
the charms of witchery did ceaſe upon the ſprinkling this 
water; ſo that all cried out Marnat victus oft a Gbrifts; Chriſt 
hath conquered Marnas, the idol. And now there is no 
jeering and ridiculing theſe things, will ever make them 
look like idle ſuperſtitions, to one that conſiders ſeriouſly. 
how much they are grounded upon reaſon, the word of God, 
antiquity, and the authority and practice of the catholic 
church, which approves the uſe of them, yet ſo- as plainly 


to teach that there is no confidence to be put in any thing, 


but only in ena” ; and that what power theſe things 
have, they have not of themſelves, but only from heaven, 
and by the invocation of the name of Jeſus; who as by his 
heavenly bleſſing he enables us to do things above the power 
of nature; ſo alſo by the prayers of his church, he bleſſes 
theſe things, in order to the working effects above their 
own natural qualities, that by them Yan fatherly benefits 
may be applied to us, and that ſo the faithful may more 
particularly honour and bleſs him in all his creatures, | 


| 32. Of breeding up People 1 Ignorance. | | 
if THE Papiſt miſrepreſented is trained up in ignorance ; 
85 and it is the chief means made uſe of by his church, 


« for preſerving men in that communion, to hide from 
« them her manifold myſteries of iniquity, her ſottiſh ſu- 


* perſtitions, her unchriſtian doctrines, by runny all 
e 


poor miiled 


in unknown tongues, and not permitting t 
ble to look into, or underſtand any thing that they 


60 op 
60 ir om or profeſs. And by this blindneſs they are per- 


© ſuaded to embrace ſuch infinite numbers of groſs errors, 
© that were but the veil taken from their eyes but for one 
“half hour, and they but permitted to have one fair proſ- 
© pect of their religion, thouſands and thouſands would 


daily deſert her, and come over to the truth.” . 


HE Papiſt truly repreſented has all the liberty, encou- 
ragement and convenience of becoming learned of any 
people or perſuaſion whatſoever. And none that has ever 
looked over any library, and found that the greateſt num- 
bers and choiceſt books of all ſciences, have men of his 
communion for their authors: none that in his travels has 
taken a thorough view of the univerſities in Popiſh countries, 
of Paris, Louvain, 9 &c. and 8 
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their laborious ſtudies, in philoſophy, divinity, hiſtory, the 


fathers, councils, ſcriptures, &c.; and, beſides the ſtudenty 


here, has ſeen how many thouſands there are in religious 
houſes, who, free from the diſturbances of the world, make 
virtue and learning the buſineſs of their whole life; will e. 
ver lay ignorance to the charge of the Papiſts: but muſt ia 
Juſtice confeſs, that amongſt them are to be found as many 
and as great ſcholars, as amongſt any people or ſocieties in 
the world. And as for the vulgar and common ſort of that 
profeſſion, though they underſtand not Latin, yet they are 
not trained up in ignoranee of their religion, nor led along 
in blindneſs; but are ſo provided of books in their own mo- 
ther tongue, of inſtruction and devotion, wherein is explained 
the whole duty of a chriſtian, every myſtery of their faith, 
and all the offices and ceremonies performed in the church, 
that they muſt be very negligent, or elſe have very mean 
parts, who do not arrive at a ſufficient knowledge of their 
obligation in every reſpect. And whoſoever has ſeen the 
great pains and care ſome good men take abroad, in ex. 
plaining, on Sundays and holy-days in their churches, and 
on week-days in the ſtreets, the chriſtian. doctrine to the 
crowds of the ignorant and meaner ſort of people, not omit- 
ting to reward fach as anſwer well with ſome ſmall gifts, to 
encourage youth, and-provoke them to a commendable e- 
mulation, will never ſay that the Papiſts keep the poor peo- 
ple in ignorance, and hide from them their religion; but 
rather that they uſe all means for inſtructing the ignorant, 
and omit nothing that can any ways conduce to the breed- 
ing up of youth in the knowledge of their faith, and letting 
them ſee into the religion they are to profeſs. Neither does 
it ſeem to him, even ſo much as probable, that if the church 
offices and ſervice, &c. were performed in the vulgar tongue, 
that upon this the now ignorant people would immediately 
diſcover ſo many idle ſuperſtitions, —— devotions, and 
roſs errors, that they would in great numbers upon the 
ght become deſerters of that communion, in which now 
they are profeſſed members. For ſince there is nothing 
done but in a language, which the learned, judicious, at 
leading men of all nations every where underſtand, and yet 
theſe eſpy nothing to fright them from their faith; but not- 
withſtanding the ſeeing all through and through, they yet 
admire all for ſolid, holy, and apeſtolical, and remain ſted- 
faſt in their W hear can it be imagined, that the 


| vulgar, 
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vulgas, weak, and unlearned fort, did they underſtand all as 


well as they, would eſpy any ſuch errors and ſuperſtitions, 
which theſe others, with all their learning _— e 
cannot diſcover? No, he thinks there is no reaſon to fear, 
that what paſſes the teſt among the wiſe and learned, can be 
groundedly called in queſtion by the multitudde. 


33. Of the Uncharitableneſs of the Papiſte. 


_ 


« THE Papiſt as miſrepreſented is taught by his church 


« to be very uncharitable, and to damn all that are not 
« of his perſuaſion ; ſo that let perſons be ever ſo juſt in 
« their dealings, ever ſo charitable to the poor, ever ſo 
« conſtant in their devotions; though they confeſs Jeſus 
« Chriſt, and believe his incarnation, paſſion, reſurrection, 
« and aſcenſion, yet if they are not in a communion of 
* his church, or if they diſbelieve any one article declared 
«© by any of his general councils, he marks them out for 
«© ſchiſmatics and heretics, and {ends them to hell without 
e TT 


- 


| THE Papiſt truly repreſented is taught by his church an 
A univerſal charity for all mankind: to wiſh well to all, 


to pray for all, to exerciſe both the corporal and ſpiritual 
works of mercy, according to his ability, to all, of what 
rfuakon ſoever. But then charity and truth are not to be 
parated: and it would be a falfe charity to promiſe hea- 
ven to any of thoſe whom the word of God condemns to 
hell. Hence he thinks it no part of the duty of charity, to 


judge favourably of the ſalvation of any of thoſe that die 


in mortal ſin unrepented of; for ſuch a judgment as this 
would do them no ſervice, and would hurt himſelf. Now 
if we believe plain ſcripture, and the univerſal tradition of 
the fathers, and all antiquity, hereſy and ſchiſm are mortal 
fins; and therefore in ſaying that heretics and ſchiſmatics 
are out of the ftate of ſalvation, his judgment is not uncha- 
ritable, becauſe he advances nothing but a ſcripture truth. 
St. Paul in plain terms declares the ſame, Galat. v. 20, 21. 
where he reckons ſects or hereſies among thoſe fins of which 
he pronounces that bey that do ſuch things ſhall not inherit the 
kingdom of God, Nor is he uncharitable in-judging thoſe 
guilty of hereſy that obſtinately refuſe to believe any part 
of the divine revelation ; and thoſe guilty of ſchiſm that 
wilfully ſeparate themſelves from the communion of the 
church, and refuſe a due ſubordination ta its paſtors; ſince _ 
| E323 = einm 
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eripture and all antiquity give us no other definition of 
hereſy and ſchiſm, | | | | 
In what then are Papiſts uncharitable ? Is it becauſe they 
charge all with hereſy and ſchiſm that are not in their com. 
munion? No: for they except all thoſe whoſe being out of 
their communion is owing, not to any obſtinacy, careleſs. 
neſs, worldly intereſt, or human reſpe& ; but purely to their 
being deprived of the means of knowing the mark, which 
they would gladly embrace if they knew it, For ſuch as 
theſe in the deſire and diſpoſition of their fouls are in the 
ehurch, and therefore are neither heretics nor ſchiſmaties. 
Or, are they uncharitable in reſtraining the whole church 
of Chriſt to one communion; and believing that to be their 
own? No: for nothing is more evident in ſcripture, no- 
thing more unanimouſly received by all antiquity as a firſt 
13 in religion, than that the church of Chriſt can be 
ut one, one fold under one ſhepherd, one body, one ſpouſe, 
one houſe, one city, one kindom, and conſequently one ſo- 
ciety united in one faith, and in one communion, eſtabliſhed 


at firſt by Chriſt and his bleſſed apoſtles ; and deſcending 


by an uninterrupted ſuccefſion from them, ever one, holy, 
catholic, and apoſtolical; and that the wilful breaking off 
from this original communion is the crime of ſchiſm, as 
the departing from its faith is the crime of hereſy, So that 
it is evident, that many ſeRs diſagreeing in faith, and di- 
vided in communion, cannot compound the one, holy, ca- 
tholic, and apoftolic church of Chriſt, And therefore it 
cannot be uncharitable to maintain that the whole church is 
but one in communion. And as all the marks of the church 

ree to no other communion but his, it cannot be uncha- 
ritable in the Papiſt to believe that his church is the true 
church of Chriſt, and upon this conviction to invite all to 
her communion. For the alone has an uninterrupted ſuc- 
geſſion of her paſtors from the apoſtles of Chriſt, She alone 
has been always one; by all her members proteſling one 
faith, in one communion, under one chief paſtor, ſucceed- 
ing St. Peter, to whom Chriſt committed the charge of his 
«i 9 flock, St. Jobs xxi. 15, &. and the keys of heaven, 
St. Matt. xvi. 19. She alone has been always holy ; by 
teaching all holineſs, by inviting all to holineſs, by affording 
all helps and means of holineſs, and by having in all ages 
innumerable holy ones in her communion, She alone 5 


catholic or univerſal, by ſubſiſting in all ages, by en 
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all nations, and by maintaining all truths. She alone is 
apoſtolical, by deriving her doctrine, her communion, her 
orders and her commiſſion from the apoſtles of Chriſt. She 
alone has converted infidel nations with their kings to the 
faith of Chriſt ; and to this day ſends her prieſts and miſ- 
fioners into all parts of the world, to propagate the kingdom 
of Chriſt. She alone has been in all ages illuſtrated by innu- 
merable miracles, and by the wonderful lives and deaths of 
innumerable faints. All other ſes in by ſeparati 
from her; their firſt teachers went out from her, and bal 
before acknowledged her authority: they were all cenſured 
by her at their firſt appearance; but ſhe never departed or 
ſeparated from any more ancient church, or was ever cen- 
ſured by any lawful authority. In a word, ſhe is the great 
body of Chriſtians, deſcending from the primitive apoſtolic 
church; conſequently ſhe is the one, holy, catholic, and 
apoſtolical church. 
34. Of Innovation in Matters of Faith. 
"FS Popiſh Church as miſrepreſented, has made ſe- 
_ veral innovations in matters of faith; and howſoe- 
ver ſhe lays claim to antiquity, with a pretence of hav- 
ing preſerved the doctrine of the apoſtles inviolable and 
entire; yet it is evident to any ſerious obſerver, that the 
« you part of her belief is mere novelties; not _— 
date from Chriſt or his apoſtles, but only from ſome 6 
her own more modern ſynods : there ſcarce having pat 
any age yet, wherein there has not, in theſe ecclefiaſicat 
“ mints, been coined new articles, which with the coan- 
© terfeit ſtamp of Chriſt and his apoſtles, are made to paſs 
for good and current, amongſt her credulous and undiſ- 
A cerning retainers. And, beſides theſe, what a great 
* hs of errors have been ee e. e times A 
how many did Pope Gregory bring in, and how many the 
WY . of div inde: > 88 if we compare the 
** church of Rome now. with the primitive times of the 


cc 


«« firſt three or four hundred years, there are no two things 


„fo unlike: the is a garden now, but quite overgrown 
with weeds; ſhe is a field, but where the tares have per» 
* teMly choked up the wheat, and has little in her of apoſ- 
* tolical beſides the name.” 5 | 
1 HE Papiſt Church truly repreſented has never made a- 
ny innovations in matters of faith; what ſhe believes 
=. E 3 4 and 
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and teaches now, being the ſame that the catholic church 


believed and taught in the firſt three or four centuries 
after the apoſtles. And though in moſt of her general 
councils there have been ſeveral deciſions touching points 
of faith; yet can no one, without an injury to truth, ſay, 
that in any of theſe have been coined new articles, or Chriſ- 
' tians forced to the acceptance of novelties, contrary to 
- ſcripture, or ancient tradition. 'Theſe have only trodden 
in the apoſtles' ſteps, as often as they have been 1n the like 
circumſtances with them, doing exactly according to the 
form and example left to the church by thoſe perfect mal. 
ters of chriſtianity, And therefore, as the t e in their 
aſſembly, Adt xv. determined the controverſy concerning 
the circumciſion ; and propoſed to the faithful, what was 
the doctrine of Chriſt in that point, of neceſſity to be be- 
heved ; of which, till that deciſion, there had been raiſed 
ſeveral queſtions and doubts; but now no longer to be 
queſtioned, without the ſhipwreck of faith. So 1n all ſuc- 


ceeding ages the elders of the church, to whom the apoſtles 


left their commiſſion of watching over the flock, in their 
councils have never ſcrupled to 33 all ſuch points 
as were controverted amongſt Chriſtians, and to propoſe 
to them what of neceſſity 25 were to believe for the fu- 


* 


ture, with anathema pronounced 3 5 all ſuch as ſhould 


preſume ro preach the contrary. Thus in the year 325, 
the firſt Nicene council declared the Son of God to be con- 
- fubſtantial to his Father, againſt the Arians; with an obli- 


gation on all to aſſent to this doctrine, though never till then 


ropoſed or declared in that form. Thus in the firſt Ephe- 
Ban council, anno 431, Neſtorius was condemned, who 
maintained two perſons in Chriſt, and that the bleſſed Vir- 
gin was not mother of God ; with a declaration, that both 
theſe his tenets were contrary to the catholic faith. Thus 
in the ſecond Nicene council, anno 787, image breakers 
were anathematized. Thus in the great council of Late- 
ran, anno 1215, tranſubſtantiation was declared; the ſuffi- 
ciency of communion in one kind in the council of Con- 
ſtance; purgatory in the council of Florence; and all theſe, 
"together with the ſacrifice of the maſs, the invocation of 
ſaints, &c. in the council of Trent, againſt Luther, Calvin, 
&c. And now, though in all theſe and the other general 
councils, the perſons condemned took occafion, from theſe 
new declarations, to.cry out Novelties, novelties, to one 
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the people with the noiſe of new coined articles, and that 


the inventions of men were impoſed on them for faith; yet 
it is evident that theſe new declarations contained nothing 
but the. ancient faith; and that there would never have 
been any ſuch declaration made, had not the ancient doc- 
trine propoſed in them been oppoſed and contradicted: by 
ſome ſeducing ſpirits, who going out from the flock, endea- 
voured, by making divifions, to draw numbers after them. 
So that the new propeſal of a tenet, is but a fallacious proof 
of the doctrine being lately invented; but a good argument 
of its being lately ky” It is certain fr 
l 


Judea and taught the brethren the contrary. And that the 
conſubſtantiality of the Son had never been defined by the 
Nicene fathers, had not Arius, with his followers, oppoſed 
this catholic doctrine. And as certain it is, the council of 
Trent had been altogether filent as to tranſubſtantiation, 
praying to ſaints, &c. had not Luther, Calvin, and their 
diſciples, once profeſſors of this doctrine, gone out from the 
flock, and upon the preſumption of a new light, eudeavour- 
ed to perſuade the faithful, that theſe tenets, then believed 
by the whole chriſtian world, were no longer to be owned; 
but to be quite thrown by, as antichriſtian and diabolical. 
It was this obliged the paſtors to watch and take care of 
their flock ; and therefore not flying away, as the hireling 


does, when the wolf catcheth and ſcattereth the ſheep, they _ 
aſſembled together into a body, and declared to all under 


their charge, that they ought not to follow ſtrangers; that 


howſoever theſe came pretending to the hon voice, 


yet ſince they came not hy the door into the ſheepfold, but 


climbing up ſome other way, they were not ſhepherds, but - 
thieves and robbers; ſuch whoſe buſineſs was not to feed; 


but to ſteal, kill, and deſtroy. It was this made them en- 


courage all under their care, not to waver ; but to ſtand 


faſt, and hold the profeflion of their faith, and notwith- 
ſtanding all pretences, by no means to ſuffer themſelves to 
be deluded, and led away with ftrange doctrine; and that 


they might the better ſecure them from falling into errors, 


they gave them a draught of their chriſtian doctrine; eſpe- 
cially of all thoſe points which. theſe modern ſelf- commiſ- 
ſioned apoſtles did preach againſt and endeavour to under- 
mine, particularly declaring to them the faith they had been 


om ſcripture, - 
As xv. that the apoſtles had never declared the non- neceſ- 
ſity of circumeiſion, had not certain men come down from 
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bred up in, which they had received from their forefathers, 
and which had been derived even down from the apoſtles. 

Securing them, that whatſoever was contrary to this, was 
novelty and error. And now in the paſtors declaring this 
to the faithful, where was the innovation ? The council did. 
nothing but propoſe fully and explicitly, what, before their 
meeting, was the doctrine of all Chriſtendom, and had been 
ſo amongſt the primitive fathers. It was they made the 
innovation, who preached contrary to the doctrine thus 
believed DR” 1 which Luther was not pins wh to 
own himſelf guilty of; plainly acknowledging that he ſe- 
parated — whole Lina BY MR 0 

But it ſeems that the whole world was then corrupted, 
and the religion then every where profeſſed was overgrown 
with ſuperſtitions, errors, and abominations; ſuch as had 
crept into the church, ſome five hundred years before, ſome 
nine hundred, and ſome a thouſand ; and it was from theſe 


Luther ſeparated, intending to reform chriſtianity, and 


bring it to the purity of the primitive times, of the firſt 
three hundred years. And was it not very firange now, 
that ſo many groſs fooleries, wicked ſuperſtitions, and even 
downright idolatry, ſhould creep into the church, and 


ſpreading itſelf through all nations, infe& the whole world, 


becoming the public eg” of Chriftendom for ſo many 
hundred years, and be confirmed and eſtabliſned by the 
laws of every kindom; and that nobody ſhould take notice 
of any ſuch thing, either at its firſt riſe, or in all its pro- 
greſs of ſo many ages, inſomuch, that had not Luther made 
the difcovery, it is likely we ſhould never have come to the 
knowledge of theſe thouſand years errors and corruptions ? 
Surely no thinking man can judge it poffible that the very 
fundamentals of chriſtianity ſhould be ſhaken, and the re- 
ligion planted by the apoſtles turned into idolatry ; and yet 


that no learned man ſhould any. where appear to contradict 
theſe abominations, no zealous paſtors to withſtand them, 


no pious princes to oppoſe them. * ſufficiently ſa- 
tisſies any curious reader, that from the firſt planting of the 


_ church, there has not been in any age, any man yet that 
has preached any heterodox and erroneous tenets, and by 

introducing novelties, has endeavoured to infet the minds 
of the faithful with hereſy and ſuperſtition ; but immedi- 
ately there have ſtood „eee and learned men, in de- 


fence of the truth; in 


r writings and ſermons publicly 
| confuting 


A Papift miſrepreſented and repreſented. '55 
.confuting and condemning the errors, and giving an alarm 
to the world to beware of ſuch deceivers, and their wicked 
doctrine; and withal, never omitting to record their names 
to poſterity, with an account of the time when they began 
to preach; under what emperors, and what was the occation 
of their revolt. Was not all this, and even more, done a- 
gan Arius? How many appeared againſt the Manichees? 
ow many againſt the Donatiits, againſt the Novatians, a- 
ainſt the $1.7 eee the Neſtorians, the Eutychians, the 
5 the Berengarians? So that never any thing has 
made ſo much noiſe in the world, ſo many commotions, 
ſo many diſturbances ; nothing has been ſo impoſſible to be 
carried on with ſecrecy and Bs, as the broaching any 
new hereſy, the making a ſchiſm, the alteration of religion, 


the ſtarting up of ſome new ſociety and pretenders to refor- 


mation. hat tumults did all the forementioned ſectaries 
raiſe, in preaching their new goſpel? What ſtirs and com- 


motions enſued at the reformation, of church and faith, 


pretended by Luther, Zwinglius, and Calvin? How then 
can it be judged in the leaſt ee that a great variety 
of erroneous tenets and antichriſtian doctrines ſhould be in- 
troduced by the Papiſts, contrary to the ſenſe and belief of 
all chriſtianity, either in the fourth, fifth, ſixth, or tenth 
century, and yet that there ſhould not be the leaſt diſturb- 


ance occaſioned by it, no tumults or oppoſition; but all done 
with ſo much quietneſs, in ſuch profound peace and ſilence, 
that had it not been for the news brought, ſome ages after, 


we had never ſuſpected the alteration? And is this poſlible ? 
Is it poſlible that the whole chriſtian world ſhould change 
their religion, both as to the internal belief, and external 
profeſſion and exerciſe of it ; and nobody be ſenſible of the 
change, ſo as to withſtand the abomination, or to tranſmit 
to = Hu even ſo much as the leaſt word of its beginning 
or propagation? Let any man upon ſome conſideration tell 
me, whether it be poſſible, that this one little kingdom of 
England ſhould fall from this pure apoſtolical doctrine it 
now profeſſes, into downright popery, or any other way al- 
ter the whole ſcheme of its religion, and have the alteration 
confirmed by ſeveral acts of Parliament, and continue in the 
public exerciſe of it for 1000, 500,07 even 100 years, and yet 
no one in the kingdom, or out of it, ſhould be ſenſible of 
the alteration; but all to be managed with ſuch policy and 
craft, that the whole buſineſs ſhould be a ſecret for many 


Ages? 
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ages? And if this be ſearee to be thought poſſible of this 


one kingdom, what can be imagined, when it is affirmed 
of many nations, of the whole chriſtian world? Can any 
thing look more like a fable or romance? or can any ra- 


tional man, barely upon ſuch a report, condemn the faith 


and religion of his anceſtors, for novelty and human inven- 
tions; and quite laying aſide this, take the man for the rule 
of his reformation, who thus, without reaſon, juſtice or 
truth, has thrown ſuch infamy upon all the Chriſtians pre- 
ceding him for a thouſand years ? | 
But not to inſiſt on theſe reaſonings, for the wiping off the 
ſeandal of novelty from the doctrine of the church of Rome; 
it would not be amiſs here to look beyond the tenth centu- 
, as allo beyond the time of Pope Gregory. And if in 
thoſe earlier Chriftians nothing can be found of that faith 
and profeſſion, which is charged as novelty and error againſt 
the church of Rome; all the Papiſts in the world ſhall join 
with their adverſaries, and condemning Pope Gregory. for 
a ſeducer, and all of the tenth age for 1gnoramuſes, ſhall in 
one voice with them cry out 10 all ſuch doctrine, No- 
velty, novelty, Error, error! But if, on the contrary, every 
point thus challenged of novelty, ſhall appear to have been 
the profeſſion of the faichful in the time of the purity of the 
ſpel; if before Pope Gregory we find that invocation of 
Niles, the real preſence, tranſubſtantiation, purgatory, 
ayers for the dead, the uſe of holy images, wick Long; fin 
of the croſs, &c. were a received doctrine and common 
practice of Chriſtians in thoſe primitive times; then ſhall 
the Papiſts remain as they are, as being of the ſame faith 
and religion with thoſe ancient believers, without any ad- 
_ dirions and alterations; and all their adverſaries ought in 


jaſice to retra& their imputation of novelty to the ancient 


ey re a a a, 5 8 

In order to this, I intended in this place to have given 
the reader a fair proſpect of the doctrine and belief of the 
fathers, of the firſt five hundred years after Chriſt; but find- 
ing the matter to increafe ſo much beyoad expeQation up- 
on my hands, I have referved them for another occaſion *. 
But however, upon confidence of what I am able to produce 
in that Ar omit to affure the reader, that the 
chief and moſt material points charged upon the church of 
Rome for novelty, the primitive fathers do ſo plainly own 
- "WF : 3 * * PR L q a, 8 f 8 to 
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to have been the faith and profeſſion of the church in their 


days; and to have been delivered down and taught as the 


doctrine of the apoſtles; that an impartial conſiderer need 
not take much time to conclude, whether ate the greater in- 
novators, thoſe that now believe and profeſs theſe tenets and 
practices, or they that diſown and reje& them. It is evi- 
dent, that every point of that doctrine, which is now de- 
cried for popery, and baſely ſtigmatized with the note of 
errors introduced of late, — of a modern invention, is by 
many ages older than thoſe who are charged with being the 
authors of them; that every particular article laid to the ig- 
norance of the tenth century, or to the contrivance of Pop 
Gregory, are as expreſsly and clearly owned, and tau 
ſome ages before, as they are now at this day. That thoſe 
great men were as downright Papiſts in theſe points as we 
are now: and that any diſturber of chriſtianity might have 
as well defamed them for believers of novelties and errors, 
as we are now at this preſent. The faith that they profeſ- 
ſed then, we profeſs now; and if any of our doctrine he no- 
velty, it is a novelty of above 1200 years ſtanding: and who 
can queſtion it not to be of an older date? If it was the 
public belief of the chriſtian world in the fourth century, 
who can be better witneſſes of what was believed before 
them, in the three firſt centuries, than they? They tell us, 
that the doctrine they maintain and delivered, is the faith 
of the catholic church, received from their forefathers, and 
as it was taught by the apoſtles; and we do not find that in 
any of theſe points they were challenged by any authority, 
or oppoſed: by the paſtors of the church, or any writers ei- 
ther then living or ſucceeding them; but received always 
with great veneration; and upon what grounds can any chal 
lenge them now? Is it poſſible thar any living now can give 
a better account of what was believed and practiſed: in the 
third age, than they that immediately followed them? Which 
will be the more credible witneſs of what was done in forty- 
eight ; thoſe that ſhall be alive fifty years hence, or they 
that are not yet to come theſe thouſand years? If therefore 
theſe holy men declare to us the. doctrine they believed; 
with an aſſuranee, that itwas the faith of thecatholic church, 
ſo believed by their anceſtors, and as they had received 
from the apoſtles and their ſueceſſors; do not they deſerve 
better credit than others, who coming a thouſand years af - 
ter, cry out againſt all theſe ſeveral points, that they are 


nothing 
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nothing but novelty and error? It is evident therefore that. 
this noiſe of novelty, was nothing but a ſtratagem for the in- 
troducing of novelties; and that thoſe that brought an in. 
famy upon theſe points, by this aſperſion, might with as 
great applauſe, and as eaſily, have laid a ſcandal upon ev 
other article of the chriſtian faith, which they thought fit 
to retain, and have had them all exploded for noyelty, 
And this has been ſo far done already, that even three parts 
of that doctrine, picked out by the firſt reformers, for apoſ. 
tolical and conformable to the word of God, we have ſeen 
in our days clamoured againſt for novelty, and thrown by 
with a general approbation, and as clear evidence of the 
charge, as ever they laid by tranſubſtantiation and the ſu- 
Premacy. . | . RE 


THE CONCLUSION. 


-PHESE are the characters of the Papiſt, as he is miſre- 


* preſented, and as repreſented,” And as different as the 


one 1s from the other, ſo different is the Papiſt as reputed by 
his maligners, from the Papiſt as he 1s bimfelf. The one is 
ſo abſurd and monſtrous, that it is impoſſible for any one to 
be of that profeſſion, without firſt laying by all thoughts of 
Chriſtianity and his reaſon too. The other is juſt contra. 


dictory to this: and without any farther golden: may be 
pa 


expoſed to the peruſal of all prudent and di onate conſi · 


derers, to examine if there be any thing in it that deſerves 


the hatred of any Chriſtian; or if it be not in every point 
wholly conformable to the doctrine of Chriſt, and not in the 
leaſt contrary to reaſon. The former is a Papiſt, as he is 
generally apprehended by thoſe who have a proteſtaut edu- 
cation; ſuch as whenſoever reflected on, is conceived to be 
a perverſe, malicious ſort of creature, ſuperſtitious, 1dola- 
trous, atheiftical, cruel, bloody-minded, barbarous, treach- 
erous, and ſo profane, and every way inhumane, that it is 
n ſome meaſure doubted whether he be man or no. Ihe 
bother is a Papiſt, whoſe ſaith is according to the propoſal of 
the catholic church; which by Chriſt's command he is ob- 
liged to believe and hear; and whoſe whole defign in this 

world, is for obtaining ſalvation in the next. And is it not 


ſitrange, that theſe two characters ſo directly oppoſite, fo 


"wholly unlike one to the other, that heaven and hell is not 
9 5 Cy N 1 more, 
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mon, ſhould agree to the ſame perſon? It is certainly a 
ſtrange piece of injuſtice, and yet not at all ſtrange to thoſe, 
who know, that they that follow Chriſt ſnall be hated by the 
world, that thoſe who ſtudy the wiſdom of heaven, ſhall 
have the repute of fools; and that as many as attend the 

Lamb, ſhall be painted in the livery of ſatan; our forefathers 
were ſo before us; ſo were all the primitive chriſtians, the 
apoſtles, and even the Lamb himſelf, our Redeemer. Ca- 
lumny ever followed them, miſrepreſentation waited upon 
them: and what wonder then that infamy was their conſtant 
attendant? And now, if the orthodox chriſtians have thus 
in all ages had their double character; one of juſtice exactly 
drawn from what they really believed and practiſed; the 
other of malice, copied from them as miſrepreſented : it is 

not at all ftrange to find it ſo now in our days; when ca- 
lumny, malice, ignorance, &c. are as powerful as ever: 
which though from the beginning of the world, that is 
above five thouſand years, they have made it their chief bu- 
ſineſs to paint, copy and miſrepreſent things and perſons; 
yet they never did it with ſo much injury, ſo altogether un- 
likely, as they do now to the Papiſts; there being ſcarce 
any one point of their faith and profeſſion, which they do 
not either blindly miſtake, or baſely diſguiſe. The Papiſts 
believe it is convenient to pray before holy images, and 
give them an inferior or relative reſpect. Theſe deſcribe - 
the Papiſts 3 to images, and worſhipping them as 
idols. The Papiſts believe it is good to defire the prayers of 
the ſaints, and honour them as the friends of God. Theſe 
paint out the Papiſts, as believing ſaints to be their redeem- 
ers, and adoring them as gods. The Papiſts believe, that 
Chriſt left a power in the prieſts of his church, to abſolve 
all truly penitent ſinners from their offences. Theſe repre- 
ſent the Papiſts as believing that the prieſts can infallibly 
forgive all ſuch as come to confeſſion, whether they repent 
or no. The Papiſts believe there is power in the ſupreme 
paſtor, upon due motives, of granting indulgencies ; that 
is, of releaſing to the faithful ſuch temporal penalties, as 
remained due to their paſt fins already remitted as to their | 
gullt; on condition they perform fuch chriſtian duties as f1 

all be aſſigned them, i. e. humble themſelves by faſting, | 
confeſs their fins with a hearty repentance, receive wor- 
thily, and give alms to the poor, &c. Theſe make the 
Papiſts believe, that the —_ for a ſum of money, can | 
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give them leave to commit what fins they ſhall think fir, 
with a +. apa i all crimes already incurred ; and 
that there can be no danger of damnation to any, that can 


but make a large preſent to Rome at his death. The Papiſts 
believe, that by the merits of —_— the good works of a 


juſt man are acceptable to God, and through his goodneſs 


and promiſe, meritorious of eternal happineſs. Theſe re- 


port, that the Papiſts believe they can merit heaven by their 
own works, without any dependance on the work of our re- 
demption. The Papiſts worſhip Chrift really preſent in the 
ſacrament, true God and man. Theſe ſay they fall down 
to, and worſhip a piece of bread. Some Papitis maintain 
the depoſing power; theſe will have it to be an article of 
their faith, and that they are obliged to it by their reli- 
gion. Some _ have been traitors, rebels, conſpira- 


tors, &c. Theſe make theſe villainies to be meritorious 


among the Papiſts, and that it is the doctrine of their 
church. And thus there is ſcarce any one thing belonging 
to their faith and exerciſe of their religion, which is not 
wronged in the deſcribing it, and injuriouſly miſrepre- 


ſented. And are not the Papiſts then ſuch as they are com- 


monly repreſented? No, they are no more alike, than the 


Chriſtians were of old under the perſecuting emperors, 
to what they appeared, when cloathed with lions and bears 


ſkins they were expoſed in the amphitheatre to wild beafts, 
under thoſe bgrrewed ſhapes to provoke their ſavage oppo- 
_ fites to greater fury; and that they might infallibly, and 
with more rage, be torn in pieces. Let any one but ſearch 
into the councils of the church of Rome, even that of Trent, 
than which none can be more Popiſh; let them peruſe her 
catechiſms, that ad Parochos, or others ſet forth 4for pa- 
ſtors to inſtruct their flock, and for children, youth, and 
others to learn their chriſtian doctrine, of which there is ex- 


tant great variety in Engliſh. Let them examine Verron's 


Rule of Faith, and that ſet forth by the biſhop of Meaux. 
Let them look into the ſpiritual books of direction; thoſe of 
Biſhop Sales, the Following of Chriſt, the Spiritual Combat, 
Granada's works, and infinite others of this ſort, which Pa- 
piſts generally keep by them for their inſtruction: and then 
let them freely declare, whether the Papiſts are fo ill prin- 
cipled, either as to their faith or morals as they are generally 
made appear. A little diligence in this kind, with a ſerious 
inquiry inte their converſation, their manner of living and 


dying, 
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dying, will eaſily diſcover, that that of the beaſt with which 
they are commonly expoſed in public, is not theirs, but 
only the ſkin that is thrown over them. The Papiſts own, 
that there are amongſt them men of very ill lives, and that 
if every corner be narrowly ſifted, there may be found great 
| abuſes, even of the moſt ſacred things; that ſome in great 
dignities have been highly vicious, and carried on wicked 
defigns; that ſome- authors maintain and publiſh very ab- 
| ford. opinions, and of ill conſequence. But theſe things are 
no part of their religion, they are the imperfections indeed, 
the crimes, the ſcandals of ſome in their communion; but 
ſuch as they are ſo far from being obliged to approve, main- 
tain or imitate, that they wiſh with all their heart there kad 
been never any ſuch thing, and deſire in theſe points a tho- 
rough reformation. Though the imprudencies, therefore, 
the failings, the extravagances, the vices, that may be pick- 
ed up throughout the whole ſociety of Papiſts, are very nu- 
merous and great, and too ſufficient, if drawn together, for 
the compoſing a moſt deformed antichriftian monſter; yet 
the popery of the Roman Catholics is no ſuch monſter as it 
is painted. Thoſe things which are commonly brought 
againſt them being as much deteſted by them, as by the 
perſons that lay the charge to their disfavour ; and having 
no more relation to them, than weeds and tares to the corn 
amongſt which it grows, or chaff to the wheat with which it 
lies mixed in one heap. A Papiſt therefore is no more than 
he 1s above repreſented ; and whoſoever enters that com- 
munion, has no obligation of believing otherwiſe, than as 

there is ſpecified. y though in each particular, I have 

* Cited no authorities; yet for the truth and exactneſs of the 
character, I appeal to the council of Trent. And if in any 
point it ſhall be found to diſagree, I again promiſe, upon 
notice, publicly to own it. And as for the other part, of 
the Papiſt Mi ſrepreſented, it contains ſuch tenets as are 
wrongfully charged upon the Papiſts; and in as many reſ- 
pects as it is contrary to the other character, in ſo many it 
is contrary to the faith of the church: and ſo far they are 
readyto diſown them, and ſubſcribe to their condemnation. 
And though any ſerious enquirer may be eafily ſatisfied as 
to the truth of this, yet for a public ſatisſaction, to ſhew 
that theſe abominable unchriſtian doctrines are no part of 
their belief; however extravagant ſome men may be in 
theiropinions ; the _ acknowledge that a faith afſent= 
5 2 ing 
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ing to ſuch tenets, 1s wholly oppoſite to the honour of God, 
and deſtructive to the goſpel of Chriſt. And ſince it is 
lav ful for any Chriftian to anſwer Amen to ſuch anathemas 
as are pronounced againſt things apparently finful, the Pa- 
piſts, to ſhew to the world that they diſown the following 
tenets, commonly laid at their door, do here oblige them- 
ſelves, that if the enſuing curſes be added to thoſe appoint. 


ed to be read on the firſt day of Lent, they will ſeriouſly and 


heartily anſwer Amen to them all, 


| SEW 


ANATHEMAS. 


a 1 is he that commits idolatry; that prays to 
. images or relics, or worfhips them for God. R. A- 
II. Curſed is every goddeſs worſhipper, that believes 


the Virgin Mary to any more than a creature; that 


worſhips her, or _ his truſt in her more than in God; 


that belseves her above her Son, or that ſhe can in any thing 
command him, R, Amen. 55 „ 
III. Curſed is he that believes the ſaints in heaven to 
be his redeemers, that prays to them as ſuch, or that gives 
God's honour to them, or to any creature whatſoever, 
R. Amett = | Fs | 
IV. Curſed is he that worſhips any breaden God, or 
2 Gods of the empty elements of bread and wine, R. 
men. | | : 
V. Curſed is he that believes, that prieſts can forgive 
fins, whether the ſinner repent or no; or that there is any 
Wer in earth or heaven that can forgive ſins, without a 
- 7 ˙ 5 repentance, and ſerious purpoſe of amendment. 
Amen. bras 


VI. Curſed is he that believes there is authority in the 


Pope, or any others, that can give leave to commit ſin; or 
that can forgive him his ſins for a ſum of money. R. 


Amen. | 1 
VII. Curſed is he that believes, that e of the 


merits and paſſion of Chriſt, he can merit ſalvation by his 


own good works; or make condign ſatisfaction for the 
guilt of his fins, or the pains eternal due to them. R. A- 


2 | fy VIII. Curſed 


_ 
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VIII. Curſed is he that contemns the word of God, or 
hides it from the people, on deſign to keep them from the 
knowledge of their duty, and to preſerve them in igno- 
rance and error. R. Amen. | 5 | 

IX. Curſed is he that undervalues the word of God, or 
that forſaking ſcripture, chuſes rather to follow human 
traditions than it. R. Amen. | | = 7 
X. Curſed is he that leaves the commandments of God, 
to obſerve the conſtitutions of men. R. Amen. | | 
XI. Curſed ys he that omits any of the ten command 
ments, or keeps the people from the knowledge of any one 
of them, to the end that they may not have occaſion of dif- 
eovering the truth. R. Amen. | 
XII. Curſed is he that preaches to the people in un- 
known tongues, ſuch as they underſtand not; or uſes any 
other means to keep them in ignorance. R. Amen. 
XIII. Curſed is he that believes that the Pope ean give 
to any, _ any account whatſoever, diſpenſations to lie 
or ſwear falſefy ; or that it is lawful for any at the laſt 
hour, to proteſt himſelf innocent, in caſe he be guilty. 
R. Amen, | | 5 

XIV. Curſed is he that encourages ſin, or teaches men 
to defer the amendment of their lives, on preſumption of a 
death-bed repentance. R. Amen. 1 85 5 

XV. Curſed is he that teaches men that they may be 
lawfully drunk on a Friday, or any other faſting day, 
though they muſt not taſte the leaſt bit of fleſh. R. Amen. 

XVI. Curſed is he who places religion in nothing but a 
pompous ſhow, conſiſting only in ceremonies; and which 
teaches not the people to ſerve God in ſpirit and truth. 
R. Amen. | 1 | 
XVII. Curſed is he who loves or promotes cruelty, that 
teaches 1 to be bloody- minded, and to lay aſide the 
— fe Jeſus Chriſt. R. Amen. | 

X VIII. Curſed is he who teaches it lawful to do any 
wicked thing, though it be for the intereſt and good of 
mother church; or that any evil action may be done, that 
good may come of it. R. Amen. 

XIX. Curſed are we, if amongſt all thoſe wicked prin- 
eiples, and damnable doctrines, commonly laid at our doors, 
any one of them be the faith of our church: and curſed are 
we, if we do not as heartily deteſt all thoſe helliſn prac- 
tices, as they that ſo vehemently urge them againſt us. R. 


Amen, : 
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XX. Curſed are we if in anſwering, and ſaying, Amen 
to any of theſe curſes, we uſe any equivocations, or mentat 
reſervations; or do not aſſent to them in the common and 


obvious ſenſe of the words, R. Amen. 


And can the Papiſts then, thus ſeriouſly, and without 
check of conſcience, ſay Amen' to all theſe curſes? Yes 
they can, and are ready to do it, whenſoever, and as often 
as it ſhall be required of them. And what then is to be 
. faid of thoſe who, either by word or writing, charge theſo 
doctrines upon the faith of the church of Rome? Is a lying 
1 irit in the mouths of all their prophets ? I will ſay no ſuc 
ing, but leave the impartial confiderer to judge. One 
thing I can ſafely affirm, that the Papiſts are foully miſre- 


_ Preſented, and ſhew in public as much unlike what they are, 


as the Chriſtians of old under the ſlanders of the Gentiles; 
that they lie under a great calumny, and ſeverely ſmart in 
good name, perſon and eſtates, for ſuch things, which they 
as much and as hegrtily deteſt, as thoſe who accuſe them. 
But the comfort is, Chriſt has ſaid to his followers, Te all 


© be hatedof all men, Matt. x. 22. and St. Paul, Ve are made 


a2 @ fpeFacle unto the world; and we do not doubt, but that 
whoſoever bears this with patience, ſhall for every loſs here, 
and contempt, receive a hundred fold in heaven. 


F 
1 


. 


